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We are honored and blessed to have you worshiping with us today
and we extend our warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after
the New Testament pattern of worship. If you have questions or concerns
please express them to us. We are all here to serve.
Please Pray For:
Zandra and family as she continues her
treatments. Gloria’s recovery. Keisha’s health.
Darla’s health. Rebecca Lyon’s health. Lenard’s
health. Sylvia and her husband Patrick’s health.
Wanda C’s recovery from surgery. Lorena’s
health and her sister-in-law Cathy Young, also
her daughter Rochelle’s recovery from oral
surgery and travel safety. TC and family’s health.
Health of Thom and Mary Elizabeth and their
friend Roger. Prince’s health. Lea’s health. Larry
Biles as he travels and his sisters who were in a
car accident. Donna and family. Recovery and
spiritual well being of Paul Brass. Diana’s
recovery. Aryanna’s friends as they mourn their
loss. Spiritual well being of Kevin Williams and
family. Health of Judy Gibson (June’s sister-inlaw). Health of Becky Goss (wife of Greg
Gibson’s boss).

God’s Plan to Save Mankind
Hear the Word……..…Romans10:17
Believe the Word……Mark 16:15-16
Repent of your sins….…Luke 13:3-5
Confess His name……Mat.10:32-33
Baptism……………….…1Peter 3:21
Live Faithfully…..…Revelation 2:10
Schedule Of Services
Sunday Bible Class………..10:00 AM
Sunday Worship……….…..11:00 AM
Sunday Worship……….……2:00 PM

News:
There will be no 2:00 PM service
today.
Sunday January 1st we will be having
our annual congregational meeting
immediately following our morning
worship.

Song Leader - Stan
Prayer - Francisco
Preaching - Stan
Table Lead - Lenard
Helper - Prince
Helper - Brandon
Announcements - Henry
Prayer - TC
Order of Services
1. Singing
2. Opening Prayer
3. Singing
4. Preaching
5. Invitation Song
6. Communion Song
7. Communion
8. Song Before Offering
9. Offering
10. Announcements
11. Closing Song
12. Closing Prayer

The Compassion of Jesus
The day after Jesus healed the sick
servant of a centurion in Capernaum,
He travels eighteen miles to a city
called Nain. It is located on the
northwestern edge of a mountain called
Little Hermon, where the ground
descends into the Plain of Esdraelon.
On this day, Jesus performed one of
His greatest miracles (Luke 7:11-17).
As Jesus begins to enter the city, He
meets a funeral procession exiting the
city gates, most likely, going to the
sepulchral caves along the steep
eastern approach from the plain. It is
still the eastern custom to carry the
dead out of the cities and villages, as
Luke portrays in this event. Jesus
immediately surveys what is taking
place, and notes that this funeral is for
the only son of a widow. Luke records, “
And when the Lord saw her, he had
compassion on her ” (Luke 7:13), and
raised her son from the dead.
This should not surprise us, since this
was not the only time he showed
compassion for those bereaved. When
He saw those bereaving for Lazarus, “
Jesus wept ” (John 11:35). There were
many times during the earthly life and
ministry of Jesus that He had
compassion for others (Matt. 9:36;
14:14). He showed compassion for
those unfortunate, including two blind
men on the Jericho road (Matt. 20:34)
and a leper (Mark 1:41). This also is
representative of the compassion of
God, since Jesus Himself is deity. God
showed compassion on the Israelites
when they were in Egyptian bondage
(Exod. 3:7). Although Judah had
become wicked, “ the Lord God of their
fathers sent to them by his
messengers, rising up betimes, and
sending; because he had compassion
on his people, and on his dwelling
place ” (2 Chron. 36:15; cf. Ps. 78:38).
Although His justice cried out to deliver
them into captivity, God showed
compassion on them by promising to

deliver them back to Israel again (Jer.
12:15). “ But thou, O Lord, art a God full
of compassion ” (Ps. 86:15).
Therefore, it is no surprise to see the
Son of God showing compassion in
this situation. However, for all practical
purposes, notice the response of the
people: “ And there came a fear on all:
and they glorified God, saying, ‘That a
great prophet is risen up among us’;
and, ‘That God hath visited his people’
” (Luke 7:16). Would not more people
respond to the gospel if we showed
more compassion like Jesus? People of
God are to be a people of compassion:
“ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren,
ye have done it unto me ” (Matt.
25:40). “ But whoso hath this world’s
good, and seeth his brother have need,
and shutteth up his bowels of
compassion from him, how dwelleth the
love of God in him ?” (1 John 3:17). Let
us be more determined to be a
compassionate people, seeking and
saving “ that which was lost ” (Luke
19:10).
Mercy and Compassion
How Do Compassion and Mercy Allow
Us to Follow in Christ's Footsteps?
WHAT IS COMPASSION?
Compassion, briefly stated, can be
thought of as shared suffering and the
desire to relieve it -- the feeling that
your suffering is also my suffering, and
that only by relieving both can we both
be free of our burden. Mercy is
compassion shown to those who see
themselves as your enemies.
By way of a Christian example, Christ
assuming and dying for the sins of
humankind was an intensely
compassionate act. He felt and shared
in our suffering, and gave us the
opportunity to relieve ourselves of that
terrible weight through self-sacrifice and
the blessings of faith.
Developing Compassion
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Compassion is closely related to the
feeling of empathy, which means
"feeling with" or even "feeling into"
another person. How can we develop
this sort of mindset to live in a more
Christlike way?
Empathy and compassion are mostly a
matter of a few simple truths:
Other people are real; they think and
feel, just as we do ourselves.
This may seem like common sense, but
it's incredible how often we ignore the
truth of this statement. Why are we able
to turn a blind eye to the suffering of
others? In part, because our lives are
increasingly complicated and full, with
every waking moment given over to
fulfilling our wants and desires.
It takes a long time to train oneself to
put the wants and desires of
others above our own, but, as
Jesus says in Matthew
5:42, "Give to the one who
asks you, and do not turn
away from the one who
wants to borrow from you"
(NIV). In order to live more
like Christ, we must raise
ourselves to acknowledge the
reality of others, and not shy
from the discomfort of looking on the
poor, the sick, or the people with whom
we have disagreements or animosity.
It's possible for us to understand what
another person is thinking and feeling,
with or without having been told.
Think of a child with something bitter in
his mouth, or a woman distastefully
brushing dirt from a countertop - we all
have the ability to read people through
things like tone of voice, facial
expressions, and body language.
The face, in particular, is the most
expressive part of the body. Clinical
psychologists have demonstrated that
over 3000 distinct combinations of
facial expressions carry emotional
meaning, everything from smiles to
frowns to flaring nostrils to a wrinkled
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brow or an arched eyebrow. Through
the simple act of looking people in the
face, we can better understand their
thoughts and feelings.
We are all children connected through
the heart of God; when one of us
suffers, the happiness of all of us
decreases.
1 Corinthians 12:26 tells us: " If one
part suffers, every part suffers with it; if
one part is honored, every part rejoices
with it" (NIV). The bible teaches us that
sadness, depression, and frustration in
our lives are not always of our own
making -- when there are others
suffering in the world, we, too, suffer
with them, albeit in subtle and
mysterious ways which we may not
properly comprehend.
The plain truth of the matter is that we
are happier and better satisfied when
we are around other happy, wellsatisfied people. Try introducing
small acts of kindness into your
life -- buy a coworker a sandwich
without being asked, open the
door for a stranger at the bank, or
simple listen to someone who
seems like they need to talk.
Donating to charity may help with your
taxes, but probably won't do much for
your heart. Actively helping others with
a compassionate mindset is one of the
best ways to make both of you happier
and holier through the relief of your
mutual suffering.
THE GOLDEN RULE
The three basic truths of compassion
outlined above have been boiled down
to a practical, fundamental precept,
popularly known as "The Golden Rule":
do to others what you would have them
do to you. If we each take sensible
action to improve the lives of those
around us, all of our lives will improve
together. This is the practical magic of
the compassion Jesus so selflessly
championed -- how are you working to
follow in his footsteps?
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