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We are honored and blessed to have you worshiping with us
today and we extend our warmest welcome. Our service is
modeled after the New Testament pattern of worship. If you have
questions or concerns please express them to us. We are all here to serve.
Please Pray For:
Zandra and family as she continues her
treatments. Sister Gloria’s recovery. Sister Keisha’s
health. Rebecca Lyon’s health. Lenard’s health.
Sister Sylvia and her husband Patrick’s health.
Wanda Contreras’s health and upcoming surgery.
Sister Lorena’s health. The Steve Eden and family
(Lorena’s brother-in-law) as they grieve for their
loss. Health of Lorena’s sister-in-law Cathy Young.
Health of TC and family. Thom and Mary
Elizabeth’s health and well being. Health of Prince
and family. Sister Lea’s health. Larry Biles as he
travels and for his sisters who were in a car
accident. Sister Donna and family as they grieve.
Recovery and spiritual well being of Paul Brass.
Sister Diana’s recovery. Aryanna’s friends. Spiritual
well being of Kevin Williams and family.
News:
There will be no 2:00 PM service on Dec. 25th.
In an effort to accommodate as many of our
members as possible we are changing our
Wednesday Night Bible Class starting time back
to 7:00 PM beginning next week.

Today is a gift
from God. That is
why it is called…

The Present

We are looking for a new scripture based theme
for the first part of the new year. Please help us by
submitting your suggestions in the suggestion
box.
Schedule Of Services
Sunday Bible Class……………….…..10:00 AM
Sunday Worship……………………….11:00 AM
Sunday Worship…………………..……2:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Class …………….…7:00 PM

Order of Services
1. Singing
2. Opening Prayer
3. Singing
4. Preaching
5. Invitation Song
6. Communion Song
7. Communion
8. Song Before Offering
9. Offering
10. Announcements
11. Closing Song
12. Closing Prayer

Song Leader - Stan
Prayer - Francisco
Preaching - Stan
Table Lead - Lenard
Helper - Prince
Helper - Travis
Announcements - Henry
Prayer - TC
God’s Plan to Save Mankind
Hear the Word……Romans10:17
Believe the Word..Mark 16:15-16
Repent of your sins…Luke 13:3-5
Confess His name..Mat.10:32-33
Baptism………………1Peter 3:21
Live Faithfully….Revelation 2:10

Chosen Vessels
God’s chosen vessels aren’t always
gleaming and golden. They may be
tarnished or cracked, broken or
even discarded. They may be a
Saul driven by anger, motivated to
hurt. Saul was eager to root out and
persecute the early Christians. But
God saw possibilities in Saul and
sent Ananias to teach and minister
to him. What will you do when God
shows you your Saul? He’s gone
too far. She’s too hard. Too
addicted. Too old. No one gives
your Saul a prayer.
But you’re beginning to realize that
maybe God is at work behind the
scenes. You begin to believe. Don’t
resist these thoughts. No one
believes in people more than Jesus
does. Don’t give up. Tell your Saul
about Jesus, and pray. And
remember this: God never sends
you where he hasn’t already
been. By the time you reach your
Saul, who knows what you’ll find.
Gratitude

Gratitude gets us through the hard
stuff! To reflect on your blessings is
to rehearse God’s
accomplishments. To rehearse
God’s accomplishments is to
discover his heart! To discover his
heart is to discover not just good
gifts but the Good Giver. Gratitude
always leaves us looking at God
and away from dread. The apostle
Paul said, “Give thanks for
everything to God the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Ephesians 5:20 NLT).
The surest path out of a slump is
marked by the road sign, Thank
you. But what of the disastrous
days? Grateful then? Jesus was.
“On the night when he was
betrayed,” Scriptures says, “the
Lord Jesus took a loaf of bread,
and when he had given thanks, he
broke it” (1 Corinthians 11:23-24
NLT). How often do you see the
words betrayed and thanks in the
same sentence—much less in the
same heart? Give thanks…and see
what happens.
What Makes You Unique?
What is your unique assignment in
life? The Bible shows us how to
answer that question. Galatians
6:4 reads “make a careful
exploration of who you are and the
work you have been given, and
then sink yourself into that” (MSG).
Try starting with these two
questions:
(1) With whom do you feel most
fluent? You may be tongue-tied
around children but eloquent with
executives. This is how God
designed you. Scripture reminds us
that “God has given us different
gifts for doing certain things
well” (Romans 12:6 NLT).
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(2) For whom do you feel most
compassion? God doesn’t burden
us equally. He fashions our hearts
individually. When does your heart
break and pulse race? When you
spot the homeless? When you
travel to the inner city?
Discover what makes you unique…
and use your gifts for God.
Click the Save Button
Does the Bible work? Does
its teachings change us?
There’s one way to find
out. Click the Save
button! There’s great satisfaction
when having created a document,
we reach up and press the Save
button. The click reshapes the
landscape of the hard drive. As
long as the words are limited to the
screen, they are vulnerable and
exposed to the irascible cursor. We
curse the little monster as it
gobbles up our hard work.But once
we save it, it is safe.
Are you clicking the button on
Scripture? We save truth when we
deliberately and consciously allow
what we’ve heard to become a part
of who we are. Jesus said, “You
shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free” (John
8:32). Only when you allow the
truth of Scripture to be the authority
in your life can you know whether it
works!
Our Battle Strategy
Today’s problem is not necessarily
tomorrow’s problem. Don’t
incarcerate yourself by assuming it
is. Resist self-labeling. I’m just a
worrier. Gossip is my weakness. My
dad was a drinker, and I guess I’ll
carry on the tradition. Stop that!
These words create alliances with
the Devil. They grant him access to
www.avcoc.org

your spirit. Turn a deaf ear to the
old voices and make some new
choices.
The Psalmist said “The lines have
fallen to me in pleasant places; yes,
I have a good inheritance” (Psalm
16:6). Live out of your inheritance,
not your circumstance. God has
already promised a victory. Paul
urged us to stand “against the wiles
of the Devil” (Ephesians 6:11). He is
not passive or fair. Satan is active
and deceptive; he has designs and
strategies. Consequently we need a
strategy as well. And God gives us
one– let God do the fighting for us!
Opening Closed Doors
When God locks a door, it needs to
be locked. When he stuck Paul and
Silas in prison, God had a plan for
the prison jailer. As Paul and Silas
sang, God shook
the prison, and
“at once all the
prison doors flew
open, and
everyone’s chains
came
loose” (Acts 16:26 NIV). When the
jailer realized what had happened,
he assumed all the prisoners had
escaped and he drew his sword to
take his life. When Paul told him
otherwise, the jailer brought the two
missionaries out and asked, “What
must I do to be saved?” (v.30
NIV). Paul told him to believe. He
did, and all his family were
baptized.
The jailer washed their wounds,
and Jesus washed his sins. God
shut the door of the jail cell so that
he could open the heart of a
jailer. So might the closed door you
are facing be God’s way of opening
someone’s heart? It’s possible!
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