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We are honored and blessed to have you worshiping
with us today and we extend our warmest welcome.
Our service is modeled after the New Testament pattern of worship. If
you have questions or concerns please express them to us. We are all
here to serve.

Please Pray For:
Zandra and family as she continues her
treatments. Sister Gloria’s recovery. Sister
Keisha’s health. Rebecca Lyon’s health.
Lenard’s health. Sister Sylvia and her
husband Patrick’s health. Wanda
Contreras’s health. Sister Lorena’s health.
The Steve Eden and family (Lorena’s
brother-in-law) as they grieve for their loss.
Health of Lorena’s sister-in-law Cathy
Young. Health of TC and family. Thom and
Mary Elizabeth’s health and well being.
Health of Prince and family. Sister Lea’s
health. Larry Biles as he travels and for his
sisters who were in a car accident. Sister
Donna and family as they grieve. Recovery
and spiritual well being of Paul Brass. Sister
Diana’s recovery. Spiritual well being of
Kevin Williams and family.

Song Leader - Stan
Prayer - Francisco
Preaching - Stan
Table Lead - Lenard
Helper - Brandon
Helper - Travis
Announcements - Henry
Prayer - Dan

God’s Plan to Save Mankind
Hear the Word
Romans10:17
Believe the Word
Mark 16:15-16
Repent of your sins
Luke 13:3-5
Confess His name
Mat.10:32-33
Baptism
1Peter 3:21
Live Faithfully
Revelation 2:10
Schedule Of Services
Sunday Bible Class
Sunday Worship
Sunday Worship
Wednesday Bible Class

10:00 AM
11:00 AM
2:00 PM
6:00 PM

Order of Services
1. Singing
2. Opening Prayer
3. Singing
4. Preaching
5. Invitation Song
6. Communion Song
7. Communion
8. Song Before Offering
9. Offering
10. Announcements
11. Closing Song
12. Closing Prayer

Look Up!
by T. Pierce Brown

This morning as I was
walking the cold wind hit
my face and I looked down.
I saw a dime, which I
picked up and put in my
pocket. For a few minutes I
continued to look down
until I suddenly thought of a
story I heard about a man
who found a dime, and for
the next 20 years he went
around with his head down.
He acquired 12,000 bottle caps,
five pennies, one nickel, various
assorted items, a crooked neck, a
humped back and a soured,
disappointed outlook on life.
Then, I thought of Psalm 5:3, “In
the morning I will direct my prayer
unto thee, and will look up.” Also
Psalm 121:1 came to mind, “I will
lift up my eyes unto the hills from
whence cometh my help.” Since I
needed a lesson on looking up, I
decided to share some thoughts
with you.
Many times I have felt like Elijah
who thought he was the only one
left who was serving God. When I
see the Lord’s church being led into
apostasy on every hand, and
almost every false doctrine one can
imagine being introduced, I write
articles and preach sermons
against those things. Then, I realize
that one can look down so much
that he may almost lose the power
to look up. It still bothers me very
much to hear preachers who
advocate positive preaching so

much that they never preach
against anything except those who
preach against something. It also
bothers me when I get
bulletins and hear
preachers who can
never seem to find
anything about which
to write or speak
except those who
have “forsaken thy
covenant, thrown
down thine altars and
slain thy prophets with
the sword” while they
alone are left.
My point today is not
to advocate that we
close our eyes to the dangers or
false doctrines that beset us,
surround us, confront us, confound
us or confuse us. Nor is it to
suggest that we follow the advice of
Gamaliel and leave all these things
alone, hoping they will go away. It is
to advise that we follow the
admonition of David and look up.
We need to look up in thanksgiving
for the good things that we have,
and for the many who are
contending earnestly for the faith
once for all delivered to the saints.
We need to look up in humble
awareness of our own failures, sins
and shortcomings, and praise God
for His gracious forgiveness and
patience with us. We need to look
up in gratitude and wonder to
praise God for allowing us the
honor of sharing with Him in the
most glorious task of which the
human or divine mind can conceive
– the redemption of mankind.
When my children were small, I
would say, “Clean your room before
you go out and play.” Then, I would
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check to see if they had done it
properly. Seldom had they done it
to my satisfaction. Instead of
looking up and praising them for
the good they did, then suggesting
that in the future they could do
better in some specific way, I often
would simply say, “You did not put
up your baseball glove” or whatever
was wrong. I am ashamed of that,
for I have often given counsel to
others to look up and praise what
was praiseworthy. However, I have
often failed to do it when I should
have.
Even in our prayers, it is possible
that the focus is downward on our
needs without first looking up and
putting the focus on God. You will
note in what we call the Lord’s
Prayer, He started by looking up.
“Our Father who art in heaven;
hallowed be Thy name.” Then, we
may properly look down on our
needs and the needs of others.
So, although it is not wrong or
improper to look down when
walking, for one may not only find a
dime, but he may avoid potholes
and breaks in the sidewalk. Yet, we
need to realize that if we go
through life with the primary focus
on things at our feet, we may miss
the sunrise or the beauty of the
mountains. We see a lot of dirt, but
if we fail to lift up our eyes to the
hills from whence cometh our help,
we may miss some of the most
important things in life. Look up!
Cancelling Services
by Steve Higginbotham

There is a story of two
preachers who were visiting
over a cup of coffee. The
first preacher said to the
www.avcoc.org

second, “I cancelled our Sunday
night services about five months
ago.” “You did?” the second
preacher replied, “What do your
church members think?” The first
preacher said, “I suspect they’ll be
pretty upset if they ever find out
about it.”
The meeting times for worship,
study and edification are not meant
to be arbitrary requirements that
test the spiritual discipline and
commitment level of Christians.
Rather, these opportunities are
intended to be functional to
encourage, inform and strengthen
those who are trying to walk
worthily in an ungodly world. Why is
it that some people will say with
exasperation, “Oh no, we have
church services tonight, and I’ve
had such a bad week,” instead of
saying, “Thank goodness we have
church services tonight because
I’ve had a bad week”?
The difference in the two is the
difference between “form” and
“function.” If one views church
services simply as a “form” that
must be checked off our “to-do list,”
he will see that assembly differently
than the one who acknowledges
the “function” and purpose of the
assembly. Maybe church members
need to reevaluate the way they
view these assemblies and to see
them not as an arbitrary
requirement, but as
opportunities.
Maybe church
leaders need to
reevaluate the
function of these
assemblies to insure
that the assemblies fulfill
their intended purpose.
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