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Please Pray for:  
Health - Zandra, Ebony, Wanda 
and Peaches, Prince, Thom and 
Mary Elizabeth, Irma, TC, Rene 
Formantes, Tonette Kirkland, 
the Hadnot’s granddaughter 
Maya, Sister Dalton, TC’s friend 
Don. Michael’s grandfather, 
Sister Leola, Nylia, Keshia 
Johnson, Victor, Raoul Ponce.  
Surgery - Lenard December 21, 
Lorena in February.  
Also - The well being of Kevin 
Williams and family.

God’s Plan of Salvation 
Hear the Word           Romans 10:17 
Believe the Word      Mark 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins         Luke13:3-5 
Confess His name      Matt.10:32-33 
Baptism                            1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully           Revelation 2:10 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Bible Class 10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship.               11:00 AM 
Wed. Bible Class                  7:00 PM 

Today’s Services 
Singing 

Opening Prayer 
Singing 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 
 Closing Prayer

We are honored and blessed to have you worshipping with us today and we 
extend our warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the New Testament 
pattern of worship.If you have questions or concerns please express them to 
us. We are all here to serve.
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The Grace of Golgotha 
by Royce Frederick 
Jesus suffered the agony and 
humiliation of public execution at “a 
place called Golgotha, that is to say, 
Place of a Skull” (Matthew 27:33). The 
religious leaders had labeled Him as an 
enemy of Moses. The civil government, 
by consenting 
to the 
crucifixion, 
had labeled 
Him an 
enemy of 
Rome. After 
the nails 
were driven 
through His 
flesh and He 
had been 
raised high 
above the crowd, Jesus pleaded, 
“Father, forgive them; for they do not 
know what they do” (Luke 23:34). 
If Jesus of Nazareth had been an 
impostor, the crucifixion would surely 
have exposed that fact. The agony of the 
cross revealed His true character and 
grace. Instead of retaliating, He 
appealed to His Father to pardon His 
murderers. The execution, which His 
enemies had hoped would end His 
influence, became the very means by 
which He draws people unto Himself 
 even today (John 12:32). 
In the early days of His ministry, Jesus 
preached a sermon in which He had 
said, “…pray for those who spitefully 
use you and persecute you” (Matthew 
5:44). Through the cross, we can see 
that those were not empty words. The 
message He preached on that mountain 
in Galilee, He practiced on mount 
Calvary. If our Lord could forgive His 
persecutors in the very midst of His 
agony, can we be excused for bearing 
grudges and bitterness over the small 
abuses which come our way? 

Solomon’s View of Death 
by Denny Petrillo 
In Ecclesiastes 9, Solomon made a 
powerful and humbling observation. All 
are going to die. It does not matter if the 
person was righteous or wicked. Such 
will not change the course set up by 
God. It is His plan that all will die 
(Hebrews 9:27), except for those who 
are alive when Christ comes again (1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18). 
In Ecclesiastes 9:5-6, Solomon made a 
number of observations about death, 
which also need to be considered in 
light of a number of erroneous doctrines 
being taught by the religious world 
today. First, Solomon stated that “the 
dead do not know anything.” This 
statement has led some to argue for an 
unconscious state for the dead and for 
others to conclude that the wicked dead 
are annihilated. Such doctrines clearly 
contradict plain biblical teaching, which 
demonstrate continued existence and 
awareness for the dead (Isaiah 14:9; 
Luke 16:19-31). Instead, Solomon was 
noting that the dead are ignorant of what 
is taking place on the earth (“under the 
sun,” v. 6). Whatever activities transpire 
after they died are beyond their 
knowledge. This truth should defeat a 
number of erroneous practices today. 
(1) There is no biblical support to pray 
to the dead. The dead (even those 
declared as “saints”) are unable to hear, 
let alone answer, one’s prayers. Our 
access to God is found only through 
Christ (1 Timothy 2:5). 
(2) There is no biblical support to 
attempt to contact the dead. There are 
those who claim to have powers to bring 
up the dead for conversation, help or 
advice. Such séances are worthless 
because the dead have no knowledge of 
or contact with the living. 
(3) There is no biblical support to 
worship the dead. Archeology has 
discovered countless cultures that 

offered sacrifices, libations, food, tools 
and money to their dead. There is 
abundant evidence of shrines and other 
places of worship built to worship the 
dead. 

(4) There is no biblical support for the 
notion that our dead loved ones are 
aware of events that occur in our lives. 
While some may sing about “holes in 
the floor of heaven,” through which our 
loved ones observe our lives, the fact is 
the dead are not privy to earthly events, 
conversations and deeds. 
Second, Solomon stated that the dead 
have no “reward” or “share in all that is 
done under the earth.” Time is 
opportunity. Once death occurs, there 
remains no longer opportunity to change 
anything. One can neither change what 
was done on the earth nor can he change 
his judgment after death. This truth also 
defeats a number of erroneous beliefs 
today. 
(1) Some religious groups (e.g., 
Mormons) teach that religious acts 
(such as baptism) can be done on behalf 
of those who are dead. This practice 
supposes one who foolishly rejected 
God’s will during his lifetime can seize 
the benefits of baptism while he is 
suffering the punishment of God in 
Hell. However, the Scriptures plainly 
teach that each one is accountable only 
for his own deeds and that righteousness 

(or wickedness) is not transferable 
(Exodus 32:33; Ezekiel 18:1-20; John 
5:28-29; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Revelation 
20:11-14). 

(2) Some religious groups 
(e.g., Catholics) teach that 
one can, through prayers 
and contributions, change 
the condition of their loved 
ones. This teaching says 
that one who has ended up 
in so-called purgatory can 
be freed from this place 
through the offerings of the 
living. However, Solomon 
made it clear that death 
ends all opportunities to 
change one’s fate. A person 
will be judged solely upon 
what he has done while 

alive—be it good or evil (Ecclesiastes 
12:13-14; Romans 2:6). 
(3) Some religious groups teach that all 
will be reincarnated (e.g., Hinduism). 
However, Solomon made it clear that 
there will be no future opportunities. 
Each person has only one occasion to 
make something of his or her life. There 
will be no second opportunities as one 
supposedly comes back reincarnated. 
After one dies, the next event will be 
Judgment (Hebrews 9:27).


