
 

Please Pray for:  
Zandra, Lenard, TC, Ebony, 
Wanda and Peaches, Prince, 
Thom and Mary Elizabeth, 
Irma. Lorena will be having 
knee replacement surgery in 
February. Well being of  Kevin 
Williams and family. Rene 
Formantes, Tonette Kirkland. 
The Hadnot’s granddaughter 
Maya. Sister Dalton. Well 
being of TC’s friend Don.
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We are honored and blessed to have you worshipping with us today and we extend our 
warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the New Testament pattern of 
worship.If you have questions or concerns please express them to us. We are all here to 
serve.

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Bible Class             10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship.                 11:00 AM 
Wed. Bible Class                    7:00 PM 

Reflective Moment

  Today                   2:00 PM

God’s Plan of Salvation 
Hear the Word        Romans 10:17 
Believe the Word  Mark 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins     Luke13:3-5 
Confess His name Matt. 10:32-33 
Baptism                        1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully       Revelation 2:10 

Today’s Services 
Singing 

Opening Prayer 
Singing 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 
Closing Prayer
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Heart-Searching 
by T. Pierce Brown 
In Psalm 139:23-24, the psalmist said, 
“Search me, O God, and know my 
heart: Try me, and know my thoughts; 
And see if there be any wicked way in 
me , And l ead me in the way 
everlasting.” The word “heart” is used 
over 800 times in the Bible, 
translated from more than six 
different words. Most of the 
brethren whom I have heard 
speak on the matter have 
equated the heart with the 
intellect. That is not as 
definitive and exact as it 
should be. It is more nearly 
accurate to think of the heart 
as the subconscious mind, the 
wellspring of all activity. As Proverbs 
4:23 puts it, “Keep thy heart with all 
diligence, for out of it are the issues of 
life.” 
However, that is not my subject today. I 
will neither have time or space to deal 
with the sixty different kinds of hearts 
mentioned in the Bible nor with the 
dozens of allusions to other kinds. 
There are hard and soft hearts, pure an 
impure, wise and foolish, dark and 
enlightened, single and double, trusting 
and faithless, fixed and wavering, and 
faint and strong. Since God will search 
and try our hearts, it behooves us to do 
some heart-searching first and make 
sure we have the kinds of hearts that 
please Him. Let us view some kinds of 
hearts for which we should strive. 
First there is the grateful or thankful 
heart. Without this, none of the other 
kinds God wants wil l ever be 
developed. The pitiful story in Luke 
17:12-19 of ten men who were healed, 
and only one returned to give thanks, is 
typical of humanity in general. If we 
are to develop thankful hearts, what 
elements constitute it or make it 
possible? 

To have a thankful heart, there must be 
a thoughtful heart. Do you realize that 
gratitude, to make sense, has to be to a 
person? You may be thankful for a 
thing, but you must be thankful to a 
person. Logically, psychologically, 
philosophically and theologically, one 
who does not believe in God cannot 

properly say, “I 
am thankful” for 
a n y t h i n g t h a t 
God provides . 
One might be 
glad that he had a 
phone that would 
ring, but he could 
not properly be 
thankful to the 
phone. 

Paul said in Philippians 4:6, “In nothing 
be anxious, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God.” 
He did not say, “For everything be 
thankful,” although it is a wonderful 
truth that when one learns to be 
thankful in all circumstances, he can 
c o m e n e a r e r b e i n g 
thankful for whatever may happen to 
him in God’s providence. For example, 
the lepers we mentioned would neither 
have been thankful for the leprosy nor 
in their leprous condition. Yet, it is 
possible that, having been cured by 
Jesus, if they had been properly 
thankful for that, they might even have 
been thankful for the leprosy itself, for 
through it, they met Jesus. 
Being thoughtful also should help us to 
be humble. If one asks you how you 
came to be in the position you are, 
physically, spiritually, financially, 
socially or otherwise, you may profess 
the reason to be luck or providence, but 
in reality, you probably think, “I was 
smarter than the other fellow or I 
worked harder than him” or another 
reason equally true. Paul said in 1 
Corinthians 4:7, “For who maketh thee 
to differ? And what hast thou that thou 

didst not receive?” If God had meant 
for us to pat ourselves on the back, 
He would have made our joints 
different. However, it is simple and 
natural to bend the knee. So, humility 
and a thankful heart are intimately 
related, and one will help create 
another. 
There is another group of words that 
describes a heart which is pleasing to 
God. In Psalm 51:17, the psalmist 
penned, “The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit: A broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” To 
have a broken and contrite heart, we 
must first be aware of what sin is and 
how bad it is. Then one must be aware 
of having done that specific wrong. As 
long as Saul believed Jesus was a liar 
and an imposter, it was impossible for 
him to have a broken heart for 
persecuting Him. Often in my private 
Bible studies, I have had persons tell 
me, “Everyone knows when he is 
wrong.” It is not so. Also, one may 
know he is wrong, but not how badly 
wrong he is. Jesus said, “Father forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” 
They knew they were wrong, but they 
did not know that they were crucifying 
the Savior. That does not mean they 
were excused. It does mean that when 
they learned how bad their sin was, it 
was easier for them to have a contrite 
heart (to be pricked in it) and to repent. 
So often, we have heard persons use the 
expression, “I’m not that bad” or 
similar expressions. Frequently, they 
are not really comparing themselves 
with anything specific. They simply do 
not think their particular sin was bad. 
Surely Adam and Eve felt that way. Yet, 
look at the consequences of their sin! 
No doubt Ananias and Sapphira felt that 
way. Just a little lying is not “that bad.” 
It was bad enough to cost them their 
lives. 
When I survey the wondrous cross on 
which my Savior died and realize it was 

“little” sins like mine that placed him 
there, it breaks my heart. It was envy, 
covetousness, lack of commitment to 
God’s way, failure to stand up for what 
was right and other similar attitudes 
that put Him there. 
In the Parable of the Soils in Luke 
8:5-15, Jesus spoke of the “good and 
honest heart.” That is the heart that 
does not offer some lame excuse when 
it hears what God wants, but simply 
does what it can to comply with His 
will. When it hears, “Except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish,” it does not 
respond, “I am better than Mr. Jones.” 
It just repents. When it hears, “He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved,” it does not respond, “Yes, but 
he that believeth something and 
is not baptized shall be saved also.” It 
just leads him to obey. Saul of Tarsus 
had a good and honest heart. He had 
lived in all good conscience all his life 
(Acts 23:1), but when he was told, 
“Arise and be baptized and wash away 
thy sins” (Acts 22:16), he did. 

The Prison of Want 
by MaxLucado 
Are you in prison?  You are if you feel 
better when you have more and worse 
when you have less.  If your happiness 
comes from something you deposit, 
drive, drink, or digest, then face it—
you are in prison, the prison of want. 
That’s the bad news.  The good news is 
that you have a visitor.  And your 
visitor has a message that can get you 
released.  Make your way into the 
receiving room.  Take your seat in the 
chair, and look across the table at the 
psalmist David.  He motions for you to 
lean forward.  “I have a secret to tell 
you,” he whispers, “the secret of 
satisfaction. The Lord is my shepherd; I 
shall not want.”  It’s as if he is saying, 
What I have in God is greater than 
what I don’t have in life.  You think you 
and I could learn to say the same? 

https://maxlucado.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bed511e434184985961d50fcb&id=651ee4eb15&e=d47fcefcc8
https://maxlucado.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bed511e434184985961d50fcb&id=651ee4eb15&e=d47fcefcc8

