
 

Please Pray for:  
Zandra, Lenard, TC,      

E b o n y , Wa n d a a n d   
Peaches, Prince, Thom and Mary 

Elizabeth, Irma. Lorena will be having 
knee replacement surgery in February. Well 
being of  Kevin Williams and family. Sister 
Darla’s health. Health of Chris. Victor’s wife 
Julie. Health and well being of Paul Brass. 
Rene Formantes, Tonette Kirkland. The 
Hadnot’s granddaughter Maya. Sister 
Dalton. Henry and Kathy’s grandson Daniel 
who has been deployed to Afghanistan. 
Anthony and family.

Donations are being accepted to 
buy turkeys for holiday baskets.
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We are honored and blessed to have you worshipping with us today and we extend 
our warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the New Testament pattern of 
worship.If you have questions or concerns please express them to us. We are all 
here to serve.

Today’s Services 
Singing 

Opening Prayer 
Singing 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 
Closing Prayer

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Bible Class             10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship.                 11:00 AM 
Wed. Bible Class                    7:00 PM 

God’s Plan of Salvation 
Hear the Word           Rom. 10:17 
Believe the Word   Mk. 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins   Lu.   13:3-5 
Confess His name Mat.10:32-33 
Baptism                      1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully     Revelation 2:10 

Sat. 24th 
11:00 AM -  

1:00 PM Test Your 
Bible Knowledge

The Book 
Of 

Jude

Reflective Moment

Sunday November 25                    2:00 PM

Children’s Class Teachers Needed For 
The Month Of December
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In All Things Give Thanks 
by Robert Johnson 

A French proverb states, “Gratitude 
is the heart’s memory.” Many 
years before that, Aesop 
wrote, “Gratitude is the 
sign of noble souls” (550 
B.C.). Throughout the 
years, an attitude of 
thanksgiving has 
been recognized 
as a reflection of 
the person we are 
inside. 
According to 
tradition, the 
English Pilgrims, who had founded 
the Plymouth Colony in what is 
today the State of Massachusetts, 
celebrated the first American 
Thanksgiving in 1621. The Pilgrims 
marked the occasion by feasting 
with their Native American guests—
members of the Wampanoag tribe—
who brought gifts of food as a 
gesture of goodwill. Although this 
event was an important part of 
American colonial history, there is 
no evidence that any of the 
participants thought of the feast as a 
thanksgiving celebration. Two years 
later, during a period of drought, a 
day of fasting and prayer was 
changed to one of thanksgiving 
because rains came during the 
prayers. Gradually the custom 
prevailed among New Englanders to 
annually celebrate Thanksgiving 
after the harvest. As the years 
passed, the event became a national 
holiday, and in 1941 it was legally 
decreed an event to be celebrated 
annually on the fourth Thursday of 
November. 
While our nation celebrates a day of 
Thanksgiving annually, the 
Christian should give thanks 
continually. “Always giving thanks 

for all things in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the 
Father” (Ephesians 5:20). “In 

everything give thanks; for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 
5:18). No matter our 

circumstances, in Christ we 
can always have a heart filled 
with gratitude for the rich 
blessings we have from God in 

Him, for today and eternally. 
None of our earthly problems can 

compare to the eternal glory we 
share in Christ (Romans 8:18). 
Since every day is a day of 

God’s blessings to us, every day 
should be a day of thanksgiving 
from us to Him. As mentioned 
before, an attitude of thanksgiving is 
a reflection of the person we are 
inside. Make it a part of each day to 
look for God’s blessings, and what a 
difference it makes in how each day 
is lived. Does your life reflect this 
sign of a noble soul? 

Humility 
by Clarence L. Lavender 

Paul said, “Be of the same mind one 
toward another. Mind not high 
things, but condescend to men of low 
estate. Be not wise in your own 
conceits” (Romans 12:16). Humility 
is enjoined on God’s people: (1) 
Israel, Micah 6:8; (2) At social 
gatherings, Luke 14:10; (3) To those 
who would be great, Luke 22:26; (4) 
To those who would think soberly, 
Romans 12:3; (5) To be lifted up, 
James 4:10; (6) To be clothed with it, 
1 Peter 5:5. 
Let us first note what humility 
is not. It is not a certain tone of the 
voice. It is not merely acting 
sympathetically. Some would lead us 
to believe they are deeply touched 
when really they have little or no 
concern (John 12:1-6). Others 

believe that when they give “big 
gifts” to brotherhood projects, they 
manifest their humility. There are 
some in the church so “humble” 
they are proud of it (Matthew 6:16)! 
Many of the quarrels and 
brotherhood problems over the 
years have been caused by the 
“humble” among us. Note the spirit 
of false teachers. To hear them tell it, 
they are the humblest fellows on 
earth. 
Second, what is it to be humble? 
Vine says, “It primarily signifies 
low-lying. It is used always in a good 
sense in the New Testament, 
metaphorically, to denote: (a) of low 
degree, brought low, Lk. 1:52; Rom 
12:16; (b) humble in spirit, Matt. 
11:29; 2 Cor. 10:1.” The word 
“abase” in the New Testament is 
akin to humility. Webster says, “A 
state or quality of being humble in 
spirit; freedom from pride and 
arrogance.” Humility is the sincere 
acknowledgment in thought, in 
language, in action, of the first and 
most commanding of all facts—the 
acknowledgment of 
God and our attitude 
and treatment of 
each other. 
I remember as a 
student at Freed-
Hardeman College, 
brother Olan Hicks 
(now deceased) used 
to say, “Young men, 
always remember, 
the way up is down.” 
We would all agree theoretically, but 
often in our lives, performance is 
lacking. 
Third, looking to Jesus will help us 
in practice. (1) He is meek and lowly 
in heart. (2) He washed His 
disciples’ feet, John 13:5. (3) He was 
obedient unto death, Philippians 2:8. 

(4) His life was absent of worldly 
pride in: (a) Appearance, Isaiah 
53:2; (b) World success, Isaiah 53:3; 
(c) Reputation, Matthew 2:23; (d) 
Riches, Matthew 8:20 and (e) Rank, 
Matthew 13:55. 
Fourth, the example of the early 
church is a source of strength and 
encouragement to all of God’s 
people to live humble lives. Pliny, a 
historian (117-138 AD), wrote to the 
Roman Emperor, Hadrian, shortly 
after the death of the apostle John, 
concerning the early church. He 
said: 
They walk in all humility and 
kindness, and falsehood is not found 
among them. They love one another. 
They rescue the orphan from 
violence…they do not refuse to help 
widows. He who has, gives 
ungrudgingly, to him that lacks. If 
they see a stranger, they take him 
home and entertain him as a 
brother. When one of their poor 
passes from this world, anyone of 
them who sees it provides for his 
burial according to his ability. And if 

they hear about 
one of their 
members being in 
prison or being 
oppressed for the 
name of their 
Messiah, all of 
them provide for 
his needs. Thus 
they labor to 
become righteous 
as those who expect 

to see their Messiah and to receive 
from him the glorious fulfillment of 
the promise made to them. Truly, 
this is a new people and there is 
something divine in them. 
Humility was the trademark of the 
first century church. God help us to 
be like they were. 


