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God’s Plan of Salvation 
Hear                                                      Romans 10:17 
Believe                                               Mark 16:15-16 
Repent                                                        Luke 13:3-5 
Confess                                         Matthew 10:32-33 
Baptism                                                                                                                       1Peter 3:1 
Live Faithfully                                                                               Revelation2:10 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday AM Bible Class                                       10:00 AM 
Sunday AM Worship                         11:00 AM 
Sunday PM Worship                                                                                5:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Class                                                                           7:00 PM 

Start collecting things like 
instant potatoes and gravy. 

Canned yams. Canned 
corn and green beans. 

Canned cranberry sauce. 
Boxed stuffing mix. Buy 

frozen turkeys when they 
go on sale.

We are honored and blessed to have you worshipping with us today and we extend our 
warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the New Testament pattern of worship. If 
you have questions or concerns please express them to us. We are all here to serve.

6:00 PM

Tuesday November 19th

Health: Zandra, Gloria, Donna, Ebony, 
Wanda, Leola & Larry, Sister Irma, Sylvia 
& Patrick, Thom & Mary Elizabeth, TC, 
Lenard, Rebekah, Prince, Carol and her 
mother Loretta, Lorena and family, 
Mike’s family, TC’s sister Irene, Prince’s 
sister, Leona’s health and well being. 
Also: Chris’s sister Cindy. Wanda’s 
brother Joe. Shannon’s sister. The 
Lasater family. The Evans family as they 
mourn. 

Today’s Services 
Singing 
Prayer 

Singing 
Scripture Reading 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 
Closing Prayer 



Being Grateful 
Gary C. Hampton 

Ingratitude is a sin. Paul wrote about the 
downward spiral of the Gentiles into sin, 
including some thoughts on their failure to 
be grateful (Romans 1:21). He told a 
young preacher, “But know this, that in 
the last days perilous times will come: For 
men will be lovers of themselves, lovers 
of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy” (2 Timothy 3:1-2). Only one 
leper returned to thank Jesus after the ten 
were cleansed. The Lord’s questions are 
telling. “Were there not ten cleansed? But 
where are the nine? Were there not any 
found who returned to give glory to God 
except this foreigner?” (Luke 17:11-19). 
Bible examples demonstrate why we 
should be grateful. Jesus gave thanks 
before the feeding of the 4,000 (Mark 
8:6). He thanked the Father for always 
hearing Him before commanding Lazarus 
to come forth from the grave (John 
11:40-44). He also gave thanks for the 
bread and the cup during the time He was 
ins t i tu t ing the Lord’s supper (1 
Corinthians 11:23-26; Matthew 26:26-27). 
Paul often told of his prayers of 
thanksgiving for the churches to which he 
wrote letters (Ephesians 1:16; Philippians 
1:3; Colossians 1:3; 1 Thessalonians 1:2). 
Christians are commanded to be grateful. 
The apostle to the Gentiles wrote, “Be 
anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
p r a y e r a n d s u p p l i c a t i o n , w i t h 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God” (Philippians 4:6). Walking 

in Christ should result in abounding with 
thanksgiving. Christ’s followers should 
remain wa tchfu l in p rayer wi th 
thanksgiving (Colossians 2:7; 3:15; 4:2). 
Our singing is a means of “giving thanks 
always for all things to God the Father in 
t h e n a m e o f o u r L o r d J e s u s 
Christ” (Ephesians 5:20). 
So, be thankful on Thanksgiving. Then, 
each day, let us all remember to give 
thanks as a clear indication that we are 
grateful to God. 

The Bible Under the Stool 
Ed Melott 

This obscure family 
of ours was early in 
the Reformation, 
a n d c o n t i n u e d 
Protestants through 
the reign of Queen 
Mary, when they 
were sometimes in 
danger of trouble 
on account of their zeal against popery. 
They had got an English Bible, and to 
conceal and secure it, it was fastened open 
with tape under and within the cover of a 
joint-stool . When my great-great 
grandfather read it to his family, he turned 
up the joint-stool upon his knees, turning 
over the leaves then under the tapes. One 
of the children stood at the door to give 
notice if he saw the apparitor coming, 
who was an officer of the spiritual court. 
In that case the stool was turned down 
again upon its feet, when the Bible 
remained concealed under it as before. 
This story is given by the hand of 
Benjamin Franklin in his autobiography. 
We live in a time that is unparalleled 
insofar as access to information and 
learning. Scholars and philosophers alike 
would have treasured our libraries and 
bookstores. The Internet has moved 
thousands of instructors into our living 
rooms and dens to be at our beck and call. 
The instructions of Aristotle are at our 
fingertips; we may “listen” to Cicero’s 

masterful orations, be entertained by the 
works of Shakespeare or follow Don 
Quixote on one of his journeys. We have 
no fear that someone will confiscate and 
burn our books or seize our Bibles. Yet, 
our society is guilty of the crime of 
neglect and laziness. It is felonious in the 
way we have abandoned the reading and 
study of the great thinkers and writers of 
antiquity. How much more is it a travesty 
for our Bibles to be left unread? Truly 
Israel was destroyed for “lack of 
knowledge” (Hosea 4:6), not because 
God’s Word was inaccessible, but rather 
because it was rejected (Hosea 4:6b). 
Spiritual Israel has learned from her 
ancestors and is today nearly biblically 
illiterate. No more is the Lord’s church 
comprised of Bible toting, Bible quoting 
people. 
We have forgotten the truth described by 
Henry Van Dyke. He wrote of the 
influence of the Holy Volume and 
recommended to us its contents. He wrote, 
“It comes into the palace to tell the 
monarch that he is the servant of the Most 
High, and into the cottage to assure the 
peasant that he is the son of God. Children 
listen to its stories with wonder and 
delight, and wise men ponder them as 
parables of life. It has a word of peace for 
the time of peril, a word of comfort for the 
day of calamity, a word of light for the 
hour of darkness” (Lappin 31). 
No longer must we hide our Bibles, as did 
Ben Franklin’s ancestors, or conceal our 
faith in the Almighty! Let us resolve to 
read the Bible, study its contents intently, 
believe its words and practice its 
principles. A day should not pass in 
which we have failed to read our 
Bibles. Lay this article aside; pick up the 
Oracles of God and allow the Divine 
Author room in your minds and a place in 
your hearts. You will soon agree with the 
Psalmist when he wrote of God’s Words, 
“More to be desired are they than gold, 
even much find gold; sweeter also than 
h o n e y a n d d r i p p i n g s o f t h e 
honeycomb” (Psalm 19:10 ESV) 

The Power of Hypocrisy 
Ronald D. Reeves 

Hypocrites—I cannot think of anyone 
who has ever approved of them. I’ve 
never crossed the path of someone 
who affirmed that when he was 
young, he wanted to grow up to be a 
hypocrite. It hasn’t happened, and I do 
not expect that it will. There seems to 
be universal agreement that hypocrisy 
is wrong, unacceptable and sinful. Yet, 
hypocrisy is still with us. Yes, 
hypocrisy is a strong force as it 
destroys those about us (Proverbs 
11:9). It may even be the immediate 
cause that bars others from entrance 
into the kingdom of God (Matthew 
23:13). Hypocrisy deprives us of the 
approval of the Lord (Matthew 
23:14-15, 33) and restrains the mercy 
of God as an operative force in our 
lives (Isaiah 9:13-17). The wrath of 
God is activated and applied when 
hypocrisy is unchecked (Isaiah 9:17b; 
Matthew 23:13ff). The valid hope of 
faithful children of God is made 
d e s t i t u t e w h e n w e s t a n d a s 
unrepentant hypocrites before the 
Lord (Job 8:11-14; 20:4-7; 27:8). May 
each of us courageously heed the 
admonition of Peter and therefore lay 
aside all hypocrisies (1 Peter 2:1). 
Any other course is too costly. May 
we as well possess the courage to 
change our attitudes that encourage 
hypocrisy and thus take us away from 
the path of God. 
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