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We are honored and blessed to have you worshipping with us today and we extend 
our warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the New Testament pattern of 
worship.If you have questions or concerns please express them to us. We are all 
here to serve.

     Please Pray for:  
Zandra, Lenard, TC, Ebony, 
Donna, Wanda and Peaches, 

Prince, Thom and Mary Elizabeth, 
Sylvia and Patrick, Lorena and family, Irma, 
Rene Formantes, Kevin Williams and family. 
Zonia, Bernie, and their newborn child. Sister 
Darla’s health. Health and well being of Paul 
Brass. Tonette Kirkland. The Hadnot’s 
granddaughter. Sister Dalton. Stan’s friend 
Ed. Henry and Kathy’s grandson Daniel who 
has been deployed to Afghanistan. Wanda’s 
friend Dean Clarino. Brother Lewis of the La 
Puente Church of Christ.

Today’s Services 
Singing 

Opening Prayer 
Singing 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 
Closing Prayer

God’s Plan of Salvation 
Hear the Word       Romans 10:17 
Believe the Word    Mk. 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins   Luke 13:3-5 
Confess His name  Matt.10:32-33 
Baptism                        1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully       Revelation 2:10 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Bible Class               10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship.                   11:00 AM 
Wed. Bible Class                     7:00 PM 

Children’s Teachers Needed 
For the month of November

Bernice Pascual 
Was born to Bernie and Zonia on  

October 23rd 2018. (4lb. 7oz.)
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Like a Fish Out of Water 
by Glen Elliott 
Every creature has 
an element in 
which it thrives. 
What is an ideal 
environment for 
one may not be for 
another (cf. Prov. 
30:19). When we 
are uncomfortable 
in a particular 
environment, we 
feel like a fish out 
of water. 
God is our ideal environment. He is the 
Giver of “every good and perfect 
gift” (Jas. 1:17).  
He created the world and set us in the 
beautiful, life-sustaining Garden of 
Eden to walk in sweet fellowship with 
Him. Sin interrupted our fellowship 
with God and brought death into the 
world (Gen. 2:16-17; 3:24; Rm. 5:12). 
What Satan touted as most desirable, 
proved, instead, to be most 
uncomfortable. Instead of walking with 
God in the cool of the day, Adam and 
Eve hid themselves from Him. The 
presence of sin caused them to feel like 
a fish out of water in the presence of 
God. 
But God set into motion His redemptive 
plan through which our Savior and 
Redeemer would recreate an 
environment in which reconciliation 
with God could become a present 
reality (Gen. 3:15; 2 Cor. 5:19). In 
Christ “we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses…” (Eph. 1:7). Jesus makes 
us comfortable in the presence of the 
Father because He has taken care of the 
problem of sin. We no longer feel like a 
fish out of water, but part of His family. 
As we walk in the light of His word, we 
are recipients of “all spiritual blessings” 

and, in Him, the perfect environment 
for living a full 
and abundant 
life (1 Jn. 1:7; 
Eph. 1:3; Jn. 
10:10). In His 
presence, we 
no longer feel 
like a fish out 
of water; but as 
one who has 
found his or 
her ideal 
environment. 
As Paul so 

beautifully expressed it: “to live is 
Christ and to die is gain” (Ph. 1:21). 
Apart from Jesus, we are “without God” 
in this world (Eph. 2:12). In Christ, we 
have strong hope for life everlasting 
(Hb. 6:19; Tit. 1:2). In Him, there is life 
(1 Jn. 5:11-12). This is where we 
belong. This is why our loving Creator 
sent His Son into the world to pay the 
price for our sins (Jn. 3:16). By His 
grace, we belong in His presence and 
look forward to our journey to our 
eternal home where we will abide in the 
light of His glory forever (Jn. 14:1-3; 
Rev. 22:5). 

Blessed Assurance 
by Glen Elliott 
While there are many sources of false 
assurance in the world today; Jesus is 
our only true source of lasting 
confidence. The apostle John writes, 
“These things I have written to you who 
believe in the name of the Son of God, 
in order that you may know that you 
have eternal life” (1 Jn. 5:13). Our 
source of assurance, then, results from 
knowing and practicing the things 
which have been written in the inspired 
word of God. 
There is a vast difference between the 
pseudo-confidence so common place in 
the religious world today and the 

genuine confidences that is firmly 
planted in the word of truth. Confidence 
is not the result of some better-felt-than-
told experience. Nor is it based on the 
assurances provided by others. It is 
based on the good news we read about 
in the timeless word of God. Peter says, 
“Since you have in obedience to the 
truth purified your souls for a sincere 
love of the brethren, fervently love one 
another from the heart, for you have 
been born again not of seed which is 
perishable but imperishable, that is, 
through the living and abiding word of 
God” (1 Pet. 1:22-23). When God’s 
word is the source of spiritual rebirth, 
confidence is the result. Jesus promises, 
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
My words shall not pass away” (Mt. 
24:35). 
Assurance based on subjective feelings 
is faulty to the core. Feelings come and 
go. The assurance of those who base 
their salvation on feelings rises and falls 
like the tides of sea. Instead, we must 
build our hope on the solid rock of 
God’s revealed word. Ultimately, 
confidence comes from being in Christ. 
Paul writes, “There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). The Bible 
tells us that a penitent believer comes 
into Christ when he is united with Him 
in baptism (Rom. 6:3-4). Then, as he 
walks in the light of His word, he 
enjoys the assurance of salvation by 
virtue of the cleansing blood of Jesus 
Christ (1 Jn. 1:7). 

Living for Jesus 
by Glen Elliott 
To really live, we need more than food, 
clothing, and shelter–the basic 
necessities of life. How many of the 
nearly seven and a half billion people 
on this planet live meaningful lives? 
And, of that number, how many are 

actually living for something which will 
outlast this life? 
The apostle Paul described the former 
lives of the Ephesian brethren, saying, 
“you were dead in your trespasses and 
sins, in which you formerly walked 
according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of 
the air, of the spirit that is now working 
in the sons of disobedience. Among 
whom we too all formerly lived in the 
lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires 
of the flesh and of the mind, and were 
by nature children of wrath, even as the 
rest” (Eph. 2:1-3). 
Spiritually speaking, without Jesus, we 
are the walking dead. But Jesus came 
that we might “have life, and have it 
abundantly” (Jn. 10:10). It is only in 
union with Christ that such life is 
possible. In Romans six, Paul reminds 
us that when we were baptized into 
Christ, we were baptized into His death 
(vs. 3). But, then, he goes on to explain 
that the reason we were “buried with 
Christ through baptism into death” was 
so that we might be raised up to “walk 
in newness of life” (vs. 4). Only Jesus 
can put life into our lives. He is “the 
way, and the truth, and the life…” (Jn. 
14:6). 
Purposeful living–the kind that leads us 
to heaven–is impossible apart from 
union with Christ. Jesus Himself said, 
“apart from Me you can do 
nothing” (Jn. 15:5). Paul understood the 
secret to purposeful living. Christ is that 
secret. Paul faced death with 
confidence, saying, “For to me, to live 
is Christ and to die is gain” (Ph. 1:21). 
But he also faced life with confidence, 
saying, “I can do all things through Him 
who strengthens me” (Ph. 4:13). So, “if 
we live, we live for the Lord, or if we 
die, we die for the Lord; therefore 
whether we live or die, we are the 
Lord’s” (Rm. 14:8). 


