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God’s Plan of Salvation 
Hear                                                                         Romans 10:17 
Believe                                                                   Mark 16:15-16 
Repent                                                                             Luke 13:3-5 
Confess                                                            Matthew 10:32-33 
Baptism                                                                                                                                          1Peter 3:1 
Live Faithfully                                                                                          Revelation2:10 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday AM Bible Class                                                           10:00 AM 
Sunday AM Worship                                            11:00 AM 
Sunday PM Worship                                                                                                    5:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Class                                                                                              7:00 PM 

We are honored and blessed to have you worshipping with us today and 
we extend our warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the New 
Testament pattern of worship. If you have questions or concerns please 
express them to us. We are all here to serve.

              

Health: Zandra, Gloria, Ebony, Wanda, 
Leola & Larry, Keisha, Sister Irma, Sylvia 
& Patrick, Thom & Mary Elizabeth, TC, 
Lenard, Rebekah, Prince, Brother and 
Sister Carlisle, Carol and her mother 
Loretta, Lorena’s family, Shannon’s father, 
TC’s sister Irene, Prince’s sister, Vickie’s 
daughter-in-law. 
Also: Shannon’s well being. The 
Kirkland Family as they grieve Tonette’s 
passing. The Cooper family as they 
mourn.  

Today’s Services 
Singing 
Prayer 

Singing 
Scripture Reading 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 
Start collecting things 
like instant potatoes 
and gravy. Canned 
yams. Canned corn 
and green beans. 
Canned cranberry 

sauce. Boxed stuffing 
mix. Buy frozen 

turkeys when they go 
on sale.

October 22nd 6:00 PM 

Sunday October 27th 

Bring a friend to worship 
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Know that We Know 
by Louis Rushmore 

The word “know” appears 32 times in 1 
John (NKJV). Brock Hartwigsen observed 
in 1 John “that man can know 23 different 
things” (19). He enumerated: 
We can know Jesus (2:3; 5:20). We can 
know that we know Jesus (2:3). We can 
know we are in Jesus (2:5; 5:20). We can 
know it is the last times (2:18). We can 
know all things (2:20). We can know the 
truth (2:21). We can know that Jesus is 
righteous (2:29). We can know that 
everyone that does righteousness is born 
of God (2:29). We can know the when 
Jesus appears we shall be like him (3:2). 
We can know that Jesus was manifested to 
take away sins (3:5). We can know that 
we have passed from death unto life 
(3:14). We can know that no murderer has 
eternal life (3:15). We can know that we 
are of the truth (3:19). We can know that 
God dwells in us (3:24; 4:13). We can 
know who has the Spirit of God (4:2). We 
can know God (4:6). We can know  that 
we dwell in God (4:13). We can know 
when we love the children of God (5:2). 
We can know that we have eternal life 
(5:13). We can know that God hears us 
(5:15). We can know 
t h a t G o d w i l l 
answer our prayers 
(5:15). We can know 
that we are of God 
(5:19). We can know 
that Jesus has come 
(5:20). 
Two different Greek 
words are translated 
as “know” in 1 John
—ginosko and oida. 
“The differences 
between ginosko and oida demand 
consideration: ginosko frequently 
suggests inception or progress in 
‘knowledge,’ while oida suggests fullness 
of ‘knowledge’…” (Vine’s). Instead of 
being a blind leap of faith as ignorantly 
lunging into unknown darkness, the child 
of God can know that he knows his Savior

— J e s u s C h r i s t . “ N o w b y t h i s 
w e k n o w [ g i n o s k o ] t h a t 
we know [ginosko] Him, if we keep His 
commandments” (1 John 2:3 NKJV). 
However, Jesus is only one’s Savior if he 
obeys Him (Hebrews 5:9). “In the 
NT ginosko frequently indicates a relation 
between the person ‘knowing’ and the 
object known” (Vine’s). Hence, Christians 
know that they know the Savior—Jesus 
C h r i s t — t h r o u g h t h e i r s u s t a i n e d 
relationship with Him (1 John 1:7), which 
equates to ongoing obedience to the words 
of our Lord (John 8:31; 15:10). 
Consequently, then, a faithful child of 
God can know that he knows that he is 
saved from his sins and that eternal life 
awaits him, as long as he continues to 
heed the words of Jesus Christ. “These 
t h i n g s I h a v e w r i t t e n t o y o u 
who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, that you may know [oida] that you 
have eternal life, and that you may 
continue to believe in the name of the Son 
of God” (1 John 5:13). That is, the faithful 
child of God can have ‘full knowledge’ 
that his sins are forgiven and that eternal 
life awaits him. Eternal life is as certain as 
one’s ongoing belief and obedience. 

Eternal life remains 
c o n d i t i o n a l u p o n 
continued obedience, 
but nevertheless, eternal 
life remains certain, but 
conditionally. 
Note: Proper belief, 
believing or faith are 
equivalent to obeying or 
obedience. For instance, 
when Moses disobeyed 
God, striking the rock 
when he was told to 

speak to the rock, God charged him with 
disbelief (Numbers 20:12). Therefore, to 
“believe” and to “continue to believe” in 1 
John 5:13 involves obedience. Remember, 
Jesus is “the author of salvation to all who 
obey him” (Hebrews 5:9). 
The denominational doctrine of the 
“Perseverance of the Saints” or “once 

saved always saved” is false. That a 
person cannot know that he is saved and 
that eternal life awaits him is equally false 
and ought not to be embraced by any child 
of God. To say or to think “I hope I’m 
saved” or something comparable either 
impeaches God and discredits the Word of 
God, or it indicts anyone who says or 
thinks such a thing as being guilty yet of 
sins. As long as our sins have been 
forgiven (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38) and are 
being forgiven (Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:7, 9), 
we have boldness, through Jesus Christ, 
by which we can approach Almighty God 
in His throne room (Hebrews 10:19). 

What Does It Take? 
by Eddie Cooper 
I’ve been concerned for many years about 
why members become unfaithful. One 
verse that keeps coming to mind is Luke 
9:62, which reads, “But Jesus said to him, 
‘No one, having put his hand to the plow, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God.‘” The setting for this verse has to do 
with individuals offering excuses when 
the Lord wanted them to follow Him. 
When I was a youngster, my grandfather, 
John Smith, was teaching me to use one 
of those old-fashioned push plows for his 
garden. He put the stakes in the ground 
and put a string from one end to the other 
of his plot. His instructions included 
keeping my eyes straight ahead. Looking 
in another direction meant crooked rows. 
Isn’t that the way it is with life? If we take 
our eyes off God’s Word or Jesus, our 
lives become crooked. My grandfather 
saw some crooked rows because I didn’t 
keep my eyes straight ahead. That meant 
that I had to start over. 
With this in mind, I would like to go in 
another direction from the viewpoint of 
members who are faithful and their 
feelings regarding those who leave. 
People become unfaithful for various 
reasons, and none of them are valid. We 
may never understand why they really 
leave. When people leave the fellowship, 
how do they think that makes members 
who remain feel? What are the faithful to 

think when other members no longer want 
to be a part of the fellowship? 
Not long ago, I was accused of being 
mean-spirited when I told someone that I 
was disappointed in the decisions that he 
had made. First of all, does it not grieve 
God at His heart that individuals have 
departed? Is it not true that it grieves 
members too? Secondly, members feel 
that they may have done something to 
cause the person to leave, or that he or she 
doesn’t care about those remaining. 
If we grieve the Holy Spirit by our 
actions, then surely God is grieved 
(Ephesians 4:30). One who leaves fails to 
realize the loss the membership feels 
when he leaves. Members begin asking 
what we did to cause him to leave. 
Individuals who become unfaithful not 
only hurt their God, but they hurt 
members of God’s family as well. Is it not 
i m p o r t a n t t o h a v e g r e a t f a m i l y 
relationships? Most would answer, “Yes.” 
This is not the end, however. God has 
made it possible for these individuals to 
be reconciled (made friends again). Do 
those who have become unfaithful want to 
be reconciled to God and to family? What 
does it take? Second Corinthians 5 gives 
us the means of reconciliation. It reads, 
“For the love of Christ compels us, 
because we judge thus: that if One died 
for all, then all died: and He died for all, 
that those who live should live no longer 
for themselves, but for Him who died for 
them and rose again.” It seems to be that 
those who have become unfaithful have 
taken their eyes off the proper focus. 
Their lives have become crooked. They 
need their lives going in a straight path 
(Luke 9:62). Notice in this verse that they 
are “no longer to live for themselves, but 
for Him who died for them and rose 
again.” 
What does it take for you to be reconciled 
to God today? Are you willing to take the 
necessary steps to do so? Give some 
thought to how the family of God feels 
because you have decided to leave it. 


