
  

for: Zandra, Gloria, Lenard, 
TC, Ebony. Wanda Contreras, 
and Peaches. Prince, Thom 

and Mary Elizabeth, Sylvia and Patrick. 
Lorena and family. Irma, Rene Formantes, 
Paul Brass. Kevin Williams & family. Leola’s 
cousin the (Whitesides). Sister Elsa’s 
recovery. Earl’s health and well being. Bob 
McCurdy and family as they mourn. The 
Harris family and the Long family for their 
losses. Anthony’s mother. 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Bible Class                10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship.                    11:00 AM 
Wednesday Bible Class           7:00 PM 
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Friday September 21st

We are honored and blessed to have you worshipping with us today and we extend our 
warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the New Testament pattern of 
worship.If you have questions or concerns please express them to us. We are all here to 
serve.

God’s Plan to Save Mankind 
Hear the Word                Romans 10:17 
Believe the Word          Mark 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins            Luke 13:3-5 
Confess His name         Matt. 10:32-33 
Baptism                                1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully               Revelation 2:10 

In House Gospel Meeting 
September 17 -19th 

Hebrews 2:1 
We must pay more careful attention, 
therefore, to what we have heard, so 

that we do not drift away. 

             7:00 PM Nightly 

Order of Today’s Services 
Singing 

OpeningPrayer 
Singing 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 

6:30 PM

  October 7th  (After Worship) 
                 For Zonia 
               She is registered at Target



21998 Gayhead Road, Apple Valley,         CA 92307 (760) 247 2380                              www.avcoc.org                                      applevalleychurch@gmail.com

Adversity’s Dark Mile 
by W. Terry Varner 

In Scotland, as in many nations, there is a 
narrow and dangerous mountain road. 
There is no way around it; therefore, 
many must travel it to reach their 
destinations. So many have lost their lives 
traveling this dangerous road that many 
people have termed it, “the dark mile.” 
This is applicable to our lives. Between 
here and Heaven, we must travel the dark 
mile or the dark miles. There is no way 
around them. We must travel them to go 
to Heaven. They are treacherous, 
resulting in many spiritual causalities. We 
can travel this dark mile safely if we learn 
the nature of adversity. 
Adversity is certain. What person has 
been exempted from trials, adversity and 
difficult times? We 
know they come to all 
whether they are 
righteous or evil, 
young or old, educated 
or uneducated, rich or 
poor. All we have to do 
is to look around us or 
simply look closely at 
our own lives. 
Becoming a Christian does not exempt us 
from trials; therefore, none should be 
surprised when they are part of life. The 
Bible teaches that we should expect them. 
“Yet man is born to trouble, as the sparks 
fly upward” (Job 5:7). “Man that is born 
of woman is of few days and full of 
trouble” (Job 14:1). “We must through 
much tribulation [trials] enter into the 
kingdom of God [Heaven]” (Acts 
14:22).
Adversities are uncertain. Trials come 
to each of us, and they are uncertain. 
They are uncertain in the kind of trial 
we undergo. None knows what form 
of trial one may be called to bear. 
They are uncertain as to time. Life can 

change in a hurry. The life of Job is a 
testimony to this fact. Be glad that our 
Father’s goodness prevents us from 
seeing the future. If tomorrow’s 
problems should be added to today’s 
difficulties, we would be unable to 
bear them. They are uncertain as 
to length. Time in trials can be either a 
friend or a foe. Time, a gift from God, 
can heal and ease many trials. Yet, 
time is most difficult when we are 
having trials. If we can see no end to a 
trial, then we feel hopeless and 
desperate. We must have patience to 
endure our trials, or as it is written, 
“run with patience the race that is set 
before us” (Hebrews 12:1). In other 

words, we must continue 
in faithfulness at the tasks 
before us while we 
endure the trials.
Adversity is painful. 
Trials are painful because 
we are human. Paul 
spoke of his trials as, 

“none of these things move me” (Acts 
20:24). While his trials were painful, 
perhaps a sign of God’s love, and 
they are necessary to spiritual 
growth, they did not move him away 
from serving God. God understands 
our trials are pain. He said, “Now no 
chastening for the present seems to be 
joyous, but grievous” (Hebrews 
12:11). Our Lord knew pain from His 
trials. He said to His apostles, “My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even to 
death” (Matthew 26:37-38). 
Remember, God was with Him. He is 
with us, regardless of the kind of trial.

Adversity is temporary. All enjoy 
earthly life; however, the Christian 
must learn to view this life against the 
backdrop of life in eternity or 
Heaven. Time here is only a small 
part of our existence. Understand 
that trials are temporary and 
insignificant when compared to 
eternity. The Bible teaches, “If so be 
that we suffer with Him, that we may 
also be glorified together. For I reckon 
that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be 
revealed to us” (Romans 8:17-18). 
Trials are but for a season (1 Peter 
1:6).

Standard Equipment 
David Conley 
In our lives, no matter what “baggage” 
we carry around, no matter what 
“equipment” we use and no matter what 
“things” are necessary, the Bible should 
a l w a y s b e c o n s i d e r e d s t a n d a r d 
equipment to us! It is the only book that 
meets the needs of man under all 
conditions. 
Make the Bible a part of your life. Carry 
it, read it, study it and live it! Don’t let 
the Bible become an unused, unknown, 
undesired thing in your life as it has 
become in many people’s lives today! 

Let Me Offer You Peace 
Aaron Cozort 

Paul wrote to the assembly at Ephesus 
and penned six times concerning peace. 
He desired that they have peace (1:2). He 
wanted these Christians to know that the 
peace of God is real. It is available to a 
Christian, but it is not the world’s kind of 
peace. 
The world desires to have peace, meaning 
a lack of struggle, a lack of war and the 
absence of difficulties in life. “I am at 

peace,” we are told when a person is calm 
in mind, when sitting in the right yoga 
pose or when breathing the right way. 
Peace Is Tied Directly 
To Sanctification 
And Faithfulness. 
“To the saints who are in Ephesus, and 
faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 1:1-2). This 
understanding that our peace originates 
with God, and more specifically with 
Christ, is valid for more than Christians 
individually. It is true for Christians 
collectively as well. 
Paul wrote that Jesus Christ Himself is 
our peace (2:14). Christ “has made both 
one,” the text says. Verse 15 clarifies, “so 
as to create in Himself one new man from 
the two, thus making peace.” 
Jew and Gentile were being brought 
together from diverse backgrounds, often 
with opposing worldviews, and becoming 
one in Christ Jesus. The blood of Christ 
washes the sins of humanity away and 
breaks down the walls of separation in 
this world. It makes peace. 
Peace Is Proclaimed (Ephesians 
2:16-18). 
“…and that He might reconcile them both 
to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby putting to death the enmity. And 
He came and preached peace to you who 
were afar off and to those who were near. 
For through Him we both have access by 
one Spirit to the Father.” Paul made it 
clear that Jew and Gentile will have 
reconciliation with God and with one 
another. The preaching of peace with God 
and the obedience to that preaching 
allows for reconciliation in one body. The 
one body is the church (Ephesians 
1:22-23; 4:4). 
Where will you find peace? Please let me 
offer you peace with God and man 
through the blood of Christ in the body of 
Christ, the church. 


