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God’s Plan to Save Mankind
Hear the Word……..….…Romans10:17
Believe the Word…….…Mark 16:15-16
Repent of your sins….…….Luke 13:3-5
Confess His name…..Mathew 10:32-33
Baptism……………..….……1Peter 3:21
Live Faithfully.………….Revelation 2:10

Schedule Of Services  
Sunday Bible Class.……..….…10:00 AM
Sunday Worship………….…….11:00 AM
Sunday Worship………..……….2:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Class….…….7:00 PM

Order of Today’s Services
     1. Singing                       
     2. Opening Prayer      
     3. Singing                     
     4. Preaching 
     5. Invitation Song                
     6. Communion Song
     7. Communion
     8. Song Before Offering
     9. Offering
    10. Announcements
    11. Closing Song
    12. Closing Prayer

We are honored and blessed to have you worshiping with us today and we 
extend our warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the New Testament 
pattern of worship. If you have questions or concerns please express them to 
us. We are all here to serve.

Zandra’s health and her family’s 
well being as she undergoes 

medical treatment. Keisha’s health 
care and well being. Matthew’s safety 
and well being while he is away from us. 
Lenard’s health. Health and well being of 
Sylvia and family. Health and well being 
of the Contreras family & Francisco’s 
daughter’s grandchild. Lorena’s sister-in-
law’s mother Ann Marie has cancer. 
Lorena and family’s health and well 
being. Well being of TC and family. 
Thom and Mary Elizabeth’s well being. 
Prince’s health and his aunt’s recovery 
also his sister-in law Patricia Boyd 
passed away. Sister Lea’s knee and 
back problems. Gloria’s broken ankle 
recovery. Health and well being of Henry 
and Kathy’s son Paul. Michael’s sister-
in-law and grandfather. Darla’s sister 
Rebecca Lyon’s health. Diana’s surgery 
on the 29th. Pray that tests being done 
on Adrian solve her headache problems. 
Bro. Smith’s (Wichita Falls, Texas) 13 
year old daughter and friend were shot, 
the friend did not survive. 

Come Let Us Reason Together            
Friday September 23rd 

  At the church building  
 What is the meaning of Proverbs21:13?
  “Whoever closes his ear to the cry of
   the poor will himself call out and not    

      be answered.”
Come and join in the discussion!

  Song Leader -Stan
  Prayer - Francisco
  Preaching - Stan
  Table Lead - Jeremiah
  Helper - Dan
  Helper - Prince
  Announcements - Henry
  Prayer - Lenard

September 11, 2016

Stan & Darla
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Bible Faith
Introduction
How would you define faith? What does 
faith mean to you? Webster defines faith as 
an "unquestioning belief 
that does not require 
proof or 
evidence" (510). 
Unfortunately, most of 
the world uses this 
definition. It is 
unfortunate because it is 
a false definition. Faith 
is not a "leap of faith" or 
a "leap in the dark" as 
this definition implies. 
The definition given by 
New Unger's Bible 
Dictionary is more 
appropriate--"the body 
of truth, moral and religious, which God 
has revealed--that which men believe." 
This definition parallels faith with revealed 
truth, thus implying a need for evidence. 
The Nature of Faith
When defining a Bible term, the best 
source to use is the Bible! Hebrews 11:1 
holds the best definition of faith, as it is a 
divine definition. "Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen." This definition gives us 
the first point about the nature of faith--it is 
based on evidence. The Greek word for 
substance used in this verse means "a 
setting under" (New Exhaustive). This 
gives a meaning of support or a foundation. 
The word evidence is also used in the 
verse. The Greek word means 
"proof" (New Exhaustive). Therefore, the 
verse could read: Faith is the foundation of 
things hoped for, the proof of things not 
seen. Further, consider 1 Thessalonians 
5:21, "Prove all things." The Greek word 
for prove means "to test" (New 
Exhaustive). This too indicates a need for 
evidence. 
To illustrate, consider the wind. We cannot 
see the wind, but we know it exists. That 
knowledge is based on evidence. The wind 
blows through the trees, making them 
move. The wind blows against our faces, 
thus we can feel it touching us. The ability 
to see and feel the wind stands as evidence 

that it exists. We know the wind exists due 
to faith, which is based on evidence. 
Read John 20:24-29. This passage records 
the account of Thomas doubting Jesus was 
raised. In verse twenty-five Thomas stated, 

"Except I shall see 
in his hands the 
print of the nails, 
and put my finger 
into the print of the 
nails, and thrust my 
hand into his side, I 
will not believe." 
Thomas simply 
desired evidence 
on which to build 
his faith. For this 
reason, he is 
ridiculed by man 
and even called 

Doubting Thomas. Jesus, however, did not 
ridicule him. Notice the words of Jesus to 
Thomas in verse twenty-seven, "Reach 
hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my 
side: and be not faithless, but believing." 
Rather than ridiculing or rebuking him, 
Jesus presented Thomas with the very 
evidence he desired. The next statement by 
Thomas recorded in the passage is "My 
Lord and my God" (verse 28). This was 
Thomas' way of declaring he now believed 
Jesus had risen from the dead. The passages 
previously discussed (Hebrews 11:1; 1 
Thessalonians 5:21) tell us faith requires 
evidence. This passage shows us that faith 
requires evidence. If evidence were not 
necessary to validate our faith, Jesus would 
not have given Thomas the evidence he 
desired. 
Unlike the account with Thomas, Jesus will 
not specifically show us the evidence we 
may request to validate our faith. So from 
where does our evidence come? According 
to Romans 10:17, "So then faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of God." 
Our evidence is found in the Bible. The 
passage of Scripture that records Thomas 
receiving evidence of the risen Savior acts 
as our evidence, as do all other passages of 
Scripture. This evidence then develops into 
our faith. Notice John 20:30-31, "And 
many other signs truly did Jesus in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book: But these are written, 

that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name." The 
word these in verse thirty-one refers to 
events in the life of Jesus. In verse thirty, 
we are told Jesus did more than was 
recorded in the book. John 21:25 tells of 
this as well. It adds, "If they should be 
written every one, I suppose that even the 
world itself could not contain the books 
that should be written." The emphasis, 
however, is the acts recorded are here as 
evidence to validate our faith. 
The Necessity of Faith
Our faith is vitally important. Consider 
Romans 5:1-2. In this text, the Greek word 
used for justified means "to render just, 
innocent" (New Exhaustive). Faith gives us 
access to the grace of God. Grace gives us 
access to peace with God, which is 
justification. Peace with God is salvation--
eternal life in heaven with God. Another 
verse that shows the necessity of faith is 
John 8:24. The text there says we will 
suffer a spiritual death if we do not believe, 
or have faith in, Jesus as the Messiah. 
Further, Hebrews 11:6 tells us it is utterly 
impossible to please God without faith, for 
having faith leads to the spiritual reward. 
The Scriptures show us a Bible faith is 
absolutely necessary for salvation. 
The Insufficiency of Faith
Even though faith is an absolute 
requirement for salvation, it alone will not 
suffice. Look at James 2:17-18. The 
meaning of this passage is faith alone is 
meaningless. Our works show our faith. 
Earlier we discussed Romans 5:1 as we are 
"justified by faith." Now look at Romans 
1:5, the beginning of the book, as an 
"obedience to the faith" is emphasized. The 
end of the book, Romans 16:26, 
emphasizes an "obedience of faith." Can it 
not then be concluded that the middle of 
the book, Romans 5:1, speaks of an 
obedient faith when discussing justification 
by faith? The context shows that one is 
justified by an obedient faith. Therefore, an 
obedient faith saves. Hebrews 5:8-9 tells us 
why--Jesus saves the obedient. 
Hebrews 11 is known as "Faith's Hall of 
Fame." In this chapter various Bible 
characters such as Abel, Enoch, Noah and 
Abraham are noted for their faith. The 

verses begin with "by faith." The name of 
the character is then given followed by the 
actions taken based on faith. Each one of 
them acted according to his faith. This faith 
was an obedient faith as they obeyed God's 
commands. Consider Abraham in Hebrews 
11:17-19. He was commanded by God to 
offer Isaac, his son of promise, as a 
sacrifice to God. Abraham was obedient. 
He offered Isaac with the belief that God 
would raise his son from the dead. As we 
remember the account, God stopped 
Abraham's hand from killing Isaac and 
provided an animal for sacrifice. Each of 
the persons listed in the "Faith Chapter" 
have a similar circumstance. They each 
made actions based on faith.                
Now consider James 2:19, "Thou believest 
that there is one God; thou doest well: the 
devils also believe, and tremble." If faith is 
all that is required to obtain salvation, then 
there are devils in heaven. The devils 
believe and tremble. Their faith, however, 
is not an obedient faith. They believe in 
God and Jesus, but do not obey the 
teachings set forth in the Bible. While faith 
is absolutely necessary, faith alone will not 
suffice. We are required to have an 
obedient faith. 
Conclusion
The world's definition of faith differs 
greatly from the divine definition. Faith is 
not a "leap in the dark" or a "leap of faith." 
Faith requires evidence. That evidence 
comes from the Bible. Faith is required for 
salvation, but faith alone is not enough. Our 
faith must be an obedient faith. Thomas 
based his faith on evidence, consequently 
confessing Christ as the Son of God. The 
devils believe and merely tremble. Do you 
believe in God and Jesus? Is it a faith that 
results in obedience?              Robert Rushmore
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