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Order of Today’s Services 
Singing 

OpeningPrayer 
Singing 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 

Apple Valley Church of Christ 
21998 Gayhead Road 

Apple Valley, CA 92344 
Ladies, you are cordially invited to a 

Round Table Discussion 

“Living A Spirit Filled Life” 
Text: Ephesians 5:18-21 

Date: Saturday August 25th 
Time:10:00 AM - Noon 

Speaker: Sister Carolyn Steward 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Bible Class                        10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship.                            11:00 AM 
Wednesday Bible Class                  7:00 PM 

God’s Plan to Save Mankind 
Hear the Word                      Romans 10:17 
Believe the Word                 Mark 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins                   Luke 13:3-5 
Confess His name                Matt. 10:32-33 
Baptism                                        1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully                       Revelation 2:10 

We are honored and blessed to have you worshipping with us today and we 
extend our warmest welcome.Our service is modeled after the New Testament 
pattern of worship.If you have questions or concerns please express them to us. 
We are all here to serve.

 for: Zandra, Gloria, Lenard, TC, 
Ebony. Wanda Contreras, and 
Peaches. Prince, Thom and Mary 

Elizabeth, Sylvia and Patrick. Lorena and 
family. Irma, Rene Formantes, Paul Brass. 
Kevin Williams & family. Esther and Bea 
as they mourn the loss of their brother. 
Leola is having back problems. The 
premature baby of Donna’s friend Victor. 
Stan’s friend Malcolm suffered a stroke. 
Elsa had quadruple bypass surgery. Dan 
will be traveling.

Apple Valley Church of Christ
August 26th

2:00 - 3:30 PM

 Area-Wide 



 21998 Gayhead Road, Apple Valley, CA 92307         (760) 247-2380                                     www.avcoc.org                                            applevalleychurch@gmail.com                                                                                                                         

Strategies for Attacking Worries 
by Ronald D. Reeves 
Though the Bible openly encourages us 
to not embrace an overly anxious spirit, 
each of us has probably experienced 
moments in which we were genuinely 
worried. Perhaps the following 
suggested strategy, gleaned from the pen 
of another author, may assist. 

• Analysis: Analyze the situation 
about which you are worried. Plan 
an attack on the problem causing 
the worry. 

• Prayer: God is able to 
providentially deliver us. The right 
kind of praying avails much 
(James 5:16). 

• Action: If there is something that 
can be done about the problem, 
then do it. Indecision prolongs 
worry. 

• Acceptance: Some things cannot 
be changed. We all have 
limitations and unremovable 
thorns in the flesh. 

• Service: Great strength can come 
through service. We must look 
outward. 

• Trust: Genuine reliance upon God 
to take care of us eternally will 
assist us in smoothing out the 
rough places along life’s road. 

Like Job, we should  
hand our problems 
to God, trusting 
that He will 
take care of 
them. 
Accordingly, 
the next 
time that 
any of us 
may be faced 
with the real 
prospect of worry, let us 
work methodically to avoid it, knowing 
that the Lord never encourages the 
impossible (Matthew 6:34). 

The Sprout 
by Mark McWhorter 

Have you ever seen a  
small, new growth coming  
out of a stump? Or, have you  
ever seen a new tree just 
beginning  
to grow out of the  
ground? These plants are  
called sprouts when 
they  
are just beginning to grow. 
In Isaiah 11:1-2, we read, “And there shall 
come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and 
a Branch shall grow out of his roots: and the 
spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord.” The word “rod” 
in the first verse comes from a Hebrew word 
for “sprout.” These verses are a prophecy 
about Jesus. Therefore, Jesus is the sprout 
growing out of Jesse. Jesus is the one who 
had the wisdom, understanding, counsel and 
might of God. 

It is interesting that in Matthew 2:23 we learn 
Jesus grew up in Nazareth. This was to 
fulfill a prophecy that He would be 
called a Nazarene. What is very 
interesting about the name Nazareth is 
that it comes from the same root word for 
“sprout.” So, Jesus was not only a sprout 
coming out of Jesse, but He grew up in a 
town with a name meaning “sprout.”

I am glad that we have the Bible. God 
gave it to us so that we could learn about 
His plan for the salvation of man. If we 
read the Bible, we can see how God 
planned and guided all things about 
Christ. We can also learn what God 
wants us to do to obey Him.
Keep studying your Bible. Learn all 
about God’s plan.

The Difference between “In the 
World” and “Of the World” 
by Michael L. King 
You may have heard the old adage, “I can’t 
keep the birds from flying over my head, but 
I can keep them from building a nest in my 

hair.” It is true that while living in the world, 
we cannot always control the environment in 
which we must live or what others do around 
us, but we can make sure that though living 
in it, it does not live in us. Paul gave the same 
caution to the Corinthians when admonishing 
them to “Come out from among them and be 
separate, says the Lord” (2 Corinthians 6:17). 

We must take note of the fact that the things 
which are produced by the world do not 
originate with God but come from the 
conniving and creativity of man and are not 
influenced by Heaven. The inspired John 
wrote, “For all that is in the world…the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life—is not of the Father but is of the 
world” (John 2:16). John wrote on another 
occasion what Jesus had said, “You are from 
beneath; I am from above. You are of this 
world; I am not of this world” (John 8:32). 

Our original identity was with the world, 
having a fondness for the base and carnal 
elements of this world. When we become 
Christians, there is a “conversion” that takes 
place and there is a replacement that 
transpires when we “…put off the old man 
with his deeds and have put on the new man 
who is renewed in knowledge according to 
the image of Him who created 
him” (Colossians 3:9-10). This change 
enables us to live in a world that is inundated 
with “anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy 
language and lying.” Instead, the child of 
God conducts himself as one influenced from 
Heaven to practice “tender mercies, kindness, 
humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing 
one another, and forgiving one 
another” (Colossians 3:12-13). 

In the long ago, Isaiah served as a 
mouthpiece for God and gave warning that 
“your iniquities have separated you from 
your God” (Isaiah 59:1-2). James also was 
trying to emphasize how a relationship with 
the world and its sin affected God by asking, 
“Do you not know that friendship with the 
world is enmity with God? Whoever 
therefore wants to be a friend of the world 
makes himself an enemy of God” (James 
4:4). It is no new thing that God’s people 
must contend with sin in the world. Isaiah 
told how God felt toward sin and how He 
would react to it. “I will punish the world for 
its evil, and the wicked for their 

iniquity” (Isaiah 13:11). The Lord’s sample 
prayer expressed the importance of avoiding 
sin. Jesus taught, “Do not lead us into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil 
one” (Matthew 6:13). The above verse is 
speaking of how God can help, but it 
behooves man to do his part to make sure that 
we remain protected from sin in the world. 

Preparation is vital for keeping oneself 
unspotted from the world. Paul appealed to 
the Thessalonians to “abstain from every 
form of evil” (1 Thessalonians 5:22). James 
presented a multi-point procedure for 
handling Satan and sin. He advised to 
“submit to God. Resist the Devil and He will 
flee from you. Draw near to God and He will 
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-
minded” (James 4:7-8). 

It is a chore to live in a world infiltrated by 
sin without it becoming a part of our thinking 
and our lives. There is no magical immunity 
to the world’s effect upon us. Some good 
news is found in 1 John 4:4. “You are of God, 
little children, and have overcome them, 
because He who is in you is greater that he 
who is in the world.” Despite the tremendous 
pull that the world has on us to draw us away 
(James 1:14-15), we have hope. John wrote 
to those struggling with the sin problem that 
God does not want any of us to sin, but if we 
do, we have an Advocate with God to help us 
and to take the brunt for our wrongs (1 John 
2:1-2). 

We have a way of keeping our relationship 
with God current. We can prevent sin by 
“walking in the light,” which helps us to 
maintain God’s approval. We must confess 
our sins, and the blood of Christ continues to 
be active, following the initial cleansing in 
the blood of Christ at conversion. “He is 
faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 
1:6-9). Keep in mind that God hates sin, and 
we must avoid it! 


