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Order of Today’s Services 
Singing 

OpeningPrayer 
Singing 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 

Apple Valley Church of Christ 
21998 Gayhead Road 

Apple Valley, CA 92344 
Ladies, you are cordially invited to a 

Round Table Discussion 

“Living A Spirit Filled Life” 
Text: Ephesians 5:18-21 

Date: Saturday August 25th 
Time:10:00 AM - Noon 

Speaker: Sister Carolyn Steward 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Bible Class              10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship.                  11:00 AM 
Wednesday Bible Class         7:00 PM 

God’s Plan to Save Mankind 
Hear the Word                Romans 10:17 
Believe the Word           Mark 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins            Luke 13:3-5 
Confess His name          Matt. 10:32-33 
Baptism                                 1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully                Revelation 2:10 

We are honored and blessed to have you worshipping with us today and we 
extend our warmest welcome.Our service is modeled after the New Testament 
pattern of worship.If you have questions or concerns please express them to 
us. We are all here to serve.

for: Zandra, Gloria, Lenard, 
TC, Ebony. Wanda Contreras, 
and Peaches. Prince, Thom 

and Mary Elizabeth, Sylvia and Patrick. 
Lorena and family. Irma,  Leola's Niece’s 
baby Cassius. Rene Formantes, Paul 
Brass. Kevin Williams & family. Esther and 
Bea as they mourn the loss of their brother.. 
The premature baby of Donna’s friend 
Victor. The Jimenez family. Anthony Sayle’s 
test results. Young Jeremiah’s August 15th 
test for the Air Force. Keisha’s upcoming 
test. Firefighters and fire victims.

Friendship Day

Apple Valley Church of Christ
August 26th

2:00 - 3:30 PM

Area-Wide 

Today is 
Friendship Day 

Welcome 
Friends! 

(Potluck following worship)
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Worship Adjusts Us 
Worship adjusts us. It lowers the chin 
of the haughty and straightens the back 
of the burdened.  It bows the knees, 
singing to him our praise.  Opening our 
hearts, it offers to him our 
uniqueness. Worship properly positions 
the worshiper.  And oh how we need it! 
We walk through life so bent out of 
shape.  Cure any flare up of 
commonness by setting your eyes on 
our uncommon King.  Worship lifts our 
eyes and sets them “on the realities of 
heaven, where Christ sits at God’s right 
hand in the place of honor and 
power” (Colossians 3:1). 
We worship God because we need to.  
But our need runs a distant second to 
the thoroughbred reason for worship: 
God deserves it.  God would die for 
your sin before he’d let you die in your 
sin. What do you do with such a 
Savior?  You lift up your gift in 
worship. 
In the Image of God 

We all ask the question, “Am I 
somebody important?” It’s easy to feel 
anything but important when your ex 
takes your energy, or old age takes your 
dignity.  Somebody important?  
Hardly. But remember this promise of 
God: you were created by God, in 
God’s image, for God’s glory. 
God spoke.  “Let us make human 
beings in our image, make them 
reflecting our nature, so they can be 
responsible for the fish in the sea; the 
birds in the air; the cattle; and, yes, the 
Earth itself and every animal that 

moves on the face of the 
Earth” (Genesis 1:26).  God never 
declared, “Let us make oceans in our 
image,” or “birds in our likeness.”  The 
heavens above reflect the glory of God, 
but they are not made in the image of 
God.  Yet, you are!  And because God’s 
promises are unbreakable, our hope in 
unshakable. 
God’s Promises are Great 

According to Peter, God’s promises 
aren’t just great, they are “very great.”  
They aren’t just valuable; they are 
“precious” (2 Peter 1:4). It is God’s 
great and precious promises that lead 
us into a new reality, a holy 
environment.  They are direction signs 
intended to guide us away from the 
toxic swampland and into the clean air 
of heaven.  They are strong boulders 
that form the bridge over which we 
walk from our sin to salvation.  
Promises that are the stitching in the 
spine of the Bible. 
Receive them.  Allow them to soak you 
like a spring shower.  Let’s be what we 
were intended to be—people of the 
Promise.  Fill your heart with hope, and 
let the devil himself hear you declare 
your belief in God’s goodness! 
 Because God’s promises are 
unbreakable, our hope is unshakable! 

A Shaky World 
It’s a shaky world out there. Could you 

use some unshakable 
hope? We live 
in a day of 
despair.  The 
suicide rate in 

America has increased 24 percent 
since 1999. How do we explain the 
increase?  We’ve never been more 
educated.  We’re saturated with 
entertainment and recreation.  Yet more 
people than ever are orchestrating their 
own deaths.  How could this 
be? Among the answers must be that 
people are dying for lack of hope. 

Secularism reduces the world to a few 
decades between birth and hearse. 
Many believe this world is as good as it 
gets, but people of the Promise have an 
advantage.  They are like Abraham who 
didn’t ask skeptical questions.  He 
plunged into the promise and came up 
strong” (Romans 4:20).  Because God’s 
promises are unbreakable, our hope is 
unshakable! 
You Make the Choice 
Would you forfeit your reputation to 
see Jesus born into your world? Let’s 
say you’re someone who enjoys the 
role of a “Christmas Christian.”  You 
sing the carols, attend the services—but 
once the season passes, you jettison 
your faith and re-shelve your Bible.  
But this past Christmas, the immensity 
of it hit you:  Heaven hung her highest 
hope and King on a cross for me.  
Radical thoughts have since surfaced—
like joining a Bible study, going on a 
mission trip.  Your family and friends 
think you’re crazy.  They want the 
Christmas Christian back.  You can 
protect your reputation or protect His.  
You have a choice. 
Christ abandoned his.  No one in 
Nazareth saluted him as the Son of 
God.  Jesus “gave up his place with 
God and made himself 
nothing” (Philippians 2:7). God hunts 
for those who will do the same—
through whom he can deliver Christ 
into the world! 
A Brand New Idea
God made you and broke the mold! 
Every single baby is a brand-new idea 
from the mind of God. Scan history for 
your replica; you won’t find it. God 
tailor-made you. You aren’t one of 
many bricks in the mason’s pile or one 
of a dozen bolts in the mechanic’s 
drawer. You are it!  And if you aren’t 
you, we don’t get you. The world 
misses out. 

You offer a gift to society that no one 
else brings. When you and I do the 
most what we do the best for the glory 
of God, the Bible says that we are 
“marvelously functioning parts in 
Christ’s body” (Romans 12:5). You 
play no small part, because there is no 
small part to be played. God “shaped 
each person in turn” (Psalm 33:15). We 
need you to be you. And YOU need 
you to be you! 
DNA Test for Love 
Have you ever 
made decisions 
about your 
relationships 
based on your 
feelings instead 
of the 
facts? When it 
comes to love, 
feelings rule 
the day. 
Emotions guide the ship. 
Ever wish you had a DNA test for 
love?  Paul offers us one, “Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth” (1 Corinthians 13:6). In this 
verse lies a test for love.  Love doesn’t 
ask someone to do what is wrong. If 
you find yourself prompting evil in 
others, heed the alarm.  And if others 
prompt evil in you, be alert. That siren 
you hear?  It’s the phony-love detector. 
Love doesn’t tear down the convictions 
of others. Quite the contrary. “Love 
builds up!” (1 Corinthians 8:1). Ask 
yourself this: Do I encourage this 
person to do what is right?  For true 
love “takes no pleasure in other 
people’s sins but delights in the truth.” 
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