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We are honored and blessed to have you worshiping with us today.
We extend our warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the
New Testament Pattern of worship. If you any questions or concerns
please express them to us. We are all here to serve.

God’s Plan to Save Mankind
Hear the Word………………Romans10:17
Believe the Word……….…Mark 16:15-16
Repent of your sins….….……Luke 13:3-5
Confess His name………Mathew 10:32-33
Baptism……………….…….…1Peter 3:21
Live Faithfully.……………Revelation 2:10

Schedule Of Services
Sunday Bible Class.…………….10:00 AM
Sunday Worship…………..…….11:00 AM
Sunday Worship………………….2:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Class………..…7:00 PM

Please Pray For:
Zandra’s and family’s
health and well being.
Keisha’s health and
well being as well as
the whole Harmon
family including
Stanley’s Oklahoma
family (The Henderson’s) Stan’s Sister’s
brother-in-law passed away. Gay’s upcoming
knee surgery. Bea’s recovery. Well being of
Sylvia and family. Health and well being of
Francisco and Wanda’s family, there has been
a death in Wanda’s family (The Mitchell
Family) she and Peaches will be traveling.
Lorena’s recovery. Recovery of Lorena’s sister
Lenor, niece Ebonite, son Otha Jr., and
granddaughter Kyndal. The health of Lorena’s
daughter-in- law Amy's grandmother. Lorena’s
daughter in law Martha and family as they
mourn the loss of Martha’s uncle. Well being
of TC and family. Thom and Mary Elizabeth’s
well being. Prince’s health and his his aunt’s
recovery. Health of Bianca’s cousin Violet,
also her grandma. Sister Lea’s knee and back
problems, also for her little cousin,
Champagne. Gloria for her broken ankle,
surgery recovery. Aryanna’s safe return. June
as she travels. Anthony’s family as they mourn
the loss of his uncle. Matt Harmon as he enters
the Air Force. For the well being of the Blake
family. The mother of Darla’s friend. Sarah
Buck’s surgery. Diana’s friend Jammie and
family who are traveling in Syria. Spiritual
health of the Perris Church of Christ. Henry
and Kathy for safe return from Arizona.

New Addresses
Stella Contreras
10750 Manhasset Rd.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
(909)372-9291
Christopher Landry
P.O. Box 292726
Phelan, CA 92329
(909)268-8149
Order of Today’s Services
1. Singing
2. Opening Prayer
3. Singing
4. Preaching
5. Invitation Song
6. Communion Song
7. Communion
8. Song Before Offering
9. Offering
10. Announcements
11. Closing Song
12. Closing Prayer

Song Leader -Stan
Prayer - Lenard
Preaching - Stan
Table Lead - Jeremiah
Helper - Francisco
Helper - Travis
Announce - Henry
Prayer - Dan

When Does Your Patriotism Become
Idolatry?
This weekend, Americans are celebrating
our nation’s Day of Independence. Many of
us pack suitcases, stand in lines at airports,
and travel hundreds of miles so we can
share this time with friends and family. We
crowd onto beaches, grill enough burgers
and hotdogs to feed a small army, and light
the sky with fireworks
long into the evening.
I’ve always been
proud to call myself
an American, and the
4th of July is a great
time to reflect on the
principles for which
our country stands.
Like many Christians,
the freedoms
guaranteed in our
constitution have had
a radical effect on my walk with Christ.
But when does patriotism turn into
idolatry? That’s a question Zack Hunt of
Relevant Magazine began pondering in a
recent article. It all began when Hunt
noticed an American flag draped over
Christ’s cross in a series of stained-glass
windows. It troubled him to realize that so
many Christians are comfortable with
political symbols taking an equal standing
in the house of God. He writes,
“What makes patriotism an idol in the
Church, and not just bad theology or bad
storytelling, is that the political ideology it
brings with it can push out the need for
Jesus and leave no space for the Gospel.
Sure, there are some hints of Jesus still
lingering around, but when “Americanized
Christianity” takes over and the Gospel
gets refined in the fires of patriotism, the
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story of the empire ultimately wins out and
becomes a new story of faith...”
“We may continue to profess allegiance to
Jesus, but our lives tell a much different
story, one in which the Gospel has become
supplanted by American political ideology
such that theology seems strangely like a
political agenda. When this happens,
debates begin to rage about caring for the
poor, the sick and the immigrant, debates
which would be incomprehensible in any
other era of the Church. When patriotism
becomes an idol, the poor can become our
enemies, the alien among us can become
someone to be feared and the outcast can
become someone we actively seek to
marginalize. When patriotism becomes an
idol, the ‘other’ whom we despise is the
least of these.”
Hunt’s comments are certainly something
to think about. The
Bible is clear that
man cannot serve
two masters
(Matthew 6:24),
and as Christians,
our first loyalty
should be to the
Kingdom of God
rather than any
kingdom of men.
But in many ways
the argument goes deeper than that.
Christians must remember that we are
bound by something much deeper than
simple nationality, we are bound by the
blood of Christ, shed for our sins. It is a
bond that transcends the borders of
countries, that transcends culture or race,
that transcends even time itself.
Our heritage is a precious thing, and we
can always take pride in the place we call
home, but we must never forget where our
true citizenship lies. Remember the words
Jesus spoke about the kingdom of heaven,
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field. When a man found it,
he hid it again, and then in his joy went
and sold all he had and bought that
field.” - Matthew 13:44
What about you? Do you think
Christians can turn Patriotism into
idolatry?
(760) 247-2380

“Render unto Caesar…”
Do you ever wonder what Jesus would say
about politics if He were alive today?
Would He endorse a certain candidate or
political party? Would He take a stance on
specific legislation, or at least on particular
issues?
Jesus did not talk much about politics, His
kingdom was not of this world (John
18:36). He actually had opportunities to
gain great political power and turned them
down (John 6:15). But there was one
occasion on which Jesus was asked point
blank about His stance on a specific
political issue. In Mark 12, it is recorded
that a group of Pharisees and Herodians
asked Jesus, “Is it lawful to pay a poll-tax
to Caesar, or not?”
As it turns out, the poll-tax was a “hot
button issue” in Jesus’ day. Historians tell
us that it had been instituted in 5 A.D.
when Jesus was a boy, and its institution
was the cause of political riots. In fact, a
man named Judas of Galilee had led a
revolt in which He cleansed the temple and
told fellow Jews not to pay the poll-tax. In
a sense, the poll-tax had become a symbol
of the oppression of God’s people by
Caesar.
It is no coincidence that Jesus, having spent
time preaching about a new kingdom
(Matthew 4:17) and having recently
cleansed the temple (Mark 11:15-19) was
asked for a firm stance on this issue.
And the answer to this question was
probably contested by the Pharisees (who
opposed Roman rule) and the Herodians
(who supported it), meaning that Jesus was
being asked about a sensitive issue in front
of two political parties who disagreed. To
make the situation even more difficult, they
ask Him in a way that demanded a
straightforward answer: “Shall we pay or
shall we not pay?” (Mark 12:15). There
was no getting around it, Jesus might have
to step on someone’s toes.
His answer was brilliant. “Render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and
to God the things that are God’s.”
In one sentence, He must have both pleased
and offended both the Pharisees and the
Herodians. The Pharisees would be
offended that Jesus seemed to support the
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tax, but pleased that He esteemed God
above Caeser. The Herodians would be
pleased that Jesus seemed to support the
tax, but offended that Jesus would suggest
that an allegiance to God might undermine
an allegiance to Caesar.
Essentially, Jesus revealed that the issues at
stake were more far reaching and
complicated than these religious and
political leaders were making them out to
be. Sure, the money was stamped by
Caesar’s mint and had his image on them,
so paying the tax was just. But the bigger
issue of sorting out allegiances to God and
government was and continues to be more
nuanced than that.
Maybe if Jesus were around today, He
would manage to do what He did in the
gospel accounts. He might very well offend
all of us, wherever we might stand on
particular issues. He might very well defy
all political categorization. He might teach
us that among all of the complex issues of
life, God must have first place (Matthew
6:33), the golden rule must govern our
actions (Matthew 7:12), and that His word
must be our guide above and beyond all
parties and politicians (Mark 12:17, Psalm
119:105).
Welcome Stella Contreras
Stella was baptized into the body of Christ
Sunday afternoon June 26th 2016. We are
rejoicing with God’s angels (Luke 15:10).

applevalleychurch@gmail.com

