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We are honored and blessed to have you
worshiping with us today and we extend
our warmest welcome. Our service is
modeled after the New Testament
pattern of worship. If you have any
questions or concerns please express
them to us. We are all here to serve.

God’s Plan to Save Mankind
Hear the Word…………..……..…Romans10:17
Believe the Word……….………Mark 16:15-16
Repent of your sins….…………..…Luke 13:3-5
Confess His name……………Mathew 10:32-33
Baptism……………….…….………1Peter 3:21
Live Faithfully.………………….Revelation 2:1

Schedule Of Services
Sunday Bible Class.…………..…10:00 AM
Sunday Worship…………………11:00 AM
Sunday Worship………………..…2:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Class……………

Please Pray For:
Keep praying for Keisha Harmon’s health.
Stanley and his sister’s health. Ric Curran’s
family, as they mourn. Bea's recovery. June as
she travels. Sylvia and family. Francisco’s
daughters. Health of Wanda’s sister Peaches
and her husband Steve. Lorena as she recovers.
Recovery of Lorena’s sister Lenor, niece
Ebonite, son Otha Jr., and granddaughter
Kyndal. The health of Lorena’s daughter-inlaw Amy's grandmother. Lorena’s daughter in
law Martha and family as they mourn the loss
of Martha’s uncle. Louie as he is being
deployed. Well being of TC and family. Thom
and Mary Elizabeth’s well being. Prince’s
health as he travels away from us and for his
aunt’s upcoming surgery. Jessica’s friend Sam
Calabro’s health. Matt Harmon as he enters the
Air Force. Health of Bianca’s cousin Violet also
her grandma. Zandra’s health and well being.
Sister Lea’s knee and back problems, also for
safety when she and her family travel. Sister
Gay’s upcoming knee surgery. Gloria for her
broken ankle, surgery recovery. Aryanna’s safe
return. Anthony’s family as they mourn the loss
of his uncle. For the well being of the Blake
family. The mother of Darla’s friend. Sarah
Buck’s surgery. Diana’s friend Maype who just
had a baby. Diana’s friend Jammie and family
who are traveling in Syria. Donna’s friend
Christie. Brother Johnson’s biopsy results.
Spiritual health of the Perris Church of Christ.

June 12, 2016

Prayer Meeting
Friday June 24th.
6:30 PM at the church building.
Spiritual Devotional
Saturday June 25th.11:00AM
Ric Curran's Funeral Service
Friday July 8th.
11:00 AM at the Riverside National Cemetery
Order of Today’s Services
1. Singing
2. Opening Prayer
3. Singing
4. Preaching
5. Invitation Song
6. Communion Song
7. Communion
8. Song Before Offering
9. Offering
10. Announcements
11. Closing Song
12. Closing Prayer

Song Leader Prayer - Lenard
Preaching - Henry
Table Lead - Jeremiah
Helper - Francisco
Helper - Travis
Announce - Henry
Prayer - Dan

What Hinders Me from
Being Baptized?
Without doubt, the baptism of the Great
Commission (Mark 16:16) transforms one
from being a child of the Devil (Colossians
1:13; 2:12) into being a disciple of Christ
(Matthew 28:19) and to being one who has
been added to the church by Jesus Christ
Himself (Acts 2:38, 41, 47). Biblical
baptism is the point at which one gets into
Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:27) and the point
at which one receives the remission of sins
or is saved (1 Peter 3:20-21) from past sins
(Romans 3:25). Naturally, then, evangelism
has as its rudimentary goal leading souls
into the watery grave of baptism (Romans
6:3-5).
How, though, ought Christians to approach
unsaved souls with the intention of leading
them to obey the Gospel,
since not obeying the
Gospel consigns
people to an eternity
isolated from God in
hell (2 Thessalonians
1:7-9; 1 Peter 4:17)?
The temptation is to
use all means to coax
as many persons as
possible into
submitting to baptism.
The temptation is to
focus on numbers at the expense of actually
converting people to Christ, whereupon if
they were truly converted He could really
add them to His church.
“Everyone who is baptized today will
receive a new Bible!” “In order to receive
medical treatment today, you must have a
Bible study with us.” “We are distributing
clothes and eyeglasses at the Sunday
assembly.” Time and time again, these and
similar enticements in foreign fields have
resulted in hundreds to thousands of people
agreeing to be “baptized.” Yet, time and
time again, after the proverbial dust settles
once the evangelism team has departed,
there are no more Christians assembling
than there were before all of the hoopla
from American missionaries. Back in the
21998 Gayhead Road, Apple Valley, CA 92307

States, boasting of innumerable baptisms,
more money and materials are secured for
repeating the whole procedure the
following year. Next year, the same people
will be baptized to get their new Bibles, to
receive their medical treatments or to
acquire more handouts. Once more, when
the Americans return home, the local
congregations are no better off than they
were before the fanfare.
Brethren, it is unethical and
counterproductive to attempt to coerce
people into the waters of baptism. Not only
so, it is strictly illegal to pressure souls with
“bait” to become Christians, particularly in
nations with state religions like India and
Myanmar that have non-conversion laws.
Certainly it is noble to circulate copies of
God’s Word, and God’s people ought to be
charitable, attending when possible to the
benevolent needs of our fellow man.
However, it is not biblically correct to
resort to physical inducements to draw
souls into the water. Using such methods,
we may get a lot of people wet, but not
many will be added
by the Lord to His
church. After all,
there is a difference
between a bath and a
baptism (1 Peter
3:21).
Yes, we are to
“persuade men” (2
Corinthians 5:11),
but not with material
things. Rather, in that
verse, the persuasion under consideration
was the “terror of the Lord” in consequence
of anyone entering into eternity unprepared
to meet God in Judgment (Amos 4:12). Not
material things, but spiritual matters are to
be the basis of the persuasion of people to
become Christians.
Whatever it is with which we draw people
is the same thing but more of it that will be
required to keep those people.
Subsequently, crowds appear in foreign
fields each year when and only when the
Americans come with their gifts. When the
Americans are gone, so are the crowds.
Foreign brethren know, and surely
American brethren are not so naïve as to
not know this too, that this type of effort is
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a farce or a mockery of God’s redemptive
plan. Precious few are those who are
actually reached with the Gospel through
these means, and even fewer are added to
any local congregation.
Just what is it with which we Christians
ought to approach the unsaved – abroad or
stateside? The pure, unadorned Gospel of
Jesus Christ alone is the only biblically
prescribed methodology for making
Christians. “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God
to salvation for everyone who believes, for
the Jew first and also for the
Greek” (Romans 1:16 NKJV). Put another
way, the evangelist Philip led the Ethiopian
treasurer to become a child of God by
preaching to him Jesus (Acts 8:35). Philip
used spiritual persuasion rather than
material lures or bribes to convert the
treasurer.
As a result of preaching Jesus, it was not
Philip begging the Ethiopian to be baptized,
but rather the Ethiopian whom Philip taught
who begged to be baptized. He said, “…
What hinders me from being
baptized?” (Acts 8:36 NKJV). Similarly on
the birthday of the Lord’s church, auditors
of Peter’s sermon interrupted him to inquire
how to be saved from their sins, including
the heinous sin of killing their Savior (Acts
2:37). Rather than Peter begging his
audience to be baptized, about 3,000 in his
audience begged him to relate to them how
they could be saved. That’s when Peter
said, “…Repent, and let every one of you
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins…” (Acts 2:38).
We need to stop resorting “to the weak and
beggarly elements” (Galatians 4:9) of the
world with which to persuade people to be
baptized. Instead, we need to set our hearts
and our hands on putting forth spiritual
arguments from God’s Word that will result
in true conversion as people go through the
motions of being baptized. Only then will
we truly practice biblical evangelism, and
only then will something remain behind us
when the proverbial dust settles as
American missionaries return home.
Louis Rushmore

Stay in Your Own Lane
A little boy named Adam wanted to be like
his friend Bobby. Adam loved the way
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Bobby walked and talked. Bobby, however,
wanted to be like Charlie. Something about
Charlie’s stride and accent intrigued
him. Charlie, on the other hand, was
impressed with Danny. Charlie wanted to
look and sound like Danny. Danny, of all
things, had a hero as well: Adam. He
wanted to be just like Adam. So Adam was
imitating Bobby, who was imitating
Charlie, who was imitating Danny, who
was imitating Adam! Turns out, all Adam
had to do was be himself.
Stay in your own lane. Nothing good
happens when you compare and
compete. God doesn’t judge you according
to the talents of others. He judges you
according to yours! His yardstick for
measuring faithfulness is how faithful you
are with your own gifts.
Max Lucado

You Be You
You be you! Don’t be your parents or
grandparents. You can admire them,
appreciate them, and learn from them. But
you cannot be them. Don’t compare
yourself with others.
The apostle Paul said “…each of you must
take responsibility for doing the creative
best you can with your own life (Galatians
6:4-5).”
Jesus was insistent upon this. After the
resurrection he appeared to some of his
followers. He gave Peter a specific pastoral
assignment; one that included great
sacrifice. The apostle Peter responded in
John 21:21-22 by pointing at John and
saying, “Lord, what about him?” Jesus
answered, “If I want him to live until I
come back, that is not your business. You
follow me.”
Don’t occupy yourself with another
person’s assignment. You be you..stay
focused on your own!
Max Lucado
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