Notes:

Volume 1 #23

We are honored and blessed to have you
worshiping with us today and we extend
our warmest welcome. Our service is
modeled after the New Testament pattern
of worship. If you have any questions or
concerns please express them to us. We
are all here to serve.
Please Pray For:
Give thanks for Keisha Harmon’s health
progress but keep praying for her. Ric Curran’s
family as they mourn. Bea's recovery. June as
she travels. Diana’s son Richard as he travels.
Sylvia and family. Donna’s well being. Wanda’s
sister Peaches (eyes) and her husband Steve.
Lorena as she travels and recovers, she may
require another surgery this year. Recovery of
Lorena’s sister Lenor, niece Ebonite, son Otha
Jr., and granddaughter Kyndal. The health of
Lorena’s daughter-in- law Amy's grandmother.
Lorena’s daughter in law Martha and family as
they mourn the loss of Martha’s uncle. Well
being of TC and family. Thom and Mary
Elizabeth’s well being. Prince’s health as he
travels away from us and his aunt’s upcoming
surgery. Mike’s niece Natalie who has leukemia.
Jessica’s friend Sam Calabro’s health. Health
ofMike Page’s girlfriend’s daughter Melanie.
Health of Greg Gibson’s daughter Carissa
Cross. Matt Harmon as he enters the Air Force.
Health of Bianca’s cousin Violet also her
grandma. Zandra’s back issues. Sister Lea’s
knee and back problems, also for safety when
she and her family travel. Sister Gay’s
upcoming knee surgery. Gloria for her broken
ankle, surgery recovery, and safe return to us.
Barbara Howard’s well being. Aryanna as she is
away from us. Anthony’s family as they mourn
the loss of his uncle. Chris Landry for his back.
The Baker’s for a safe return to us. For the well
being of the Blake family. The mother of
Darla’s friend. Sarah Buck’s surgery. Donna’s
friend Christie. Spiritual health of the Perris
Church of Christ.
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Prayer Meeting
Friday June 10th.
6:30 PM at the church building.
Spiritual Devotional
Saturday June 25th.11:00AM
Order of Today’s Services
1. Singing
2. Opening Prayer
3. Singing
4. Preaching
5. Invitation Song
6. Communion Song
7. Communion
8. Song Before Offering
9. Offering
10. Announcements
11. Closing Song
12. Closing Prayer
Song Leader - Stan
Prayer - Lenard
Preaching - Stan
Table Lead - Jeremiah
Helper - Francisco
Helper - Travis
Announce - Henry
Prayer - Dan
Schedule Of Services
Sunday Bible Class.…………………10:00 AM
Sunday Worship…………………..…11:00 AM
Sunday Worship……………….………2:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Class…………….….7:00PM
God’s Plan to Save Mankind
Hear the Word…………..……..…Romans10:17
Believe the Word……….………Mark 16:15-16
Repent of your sins….…………..…Luke 13:3-5
Confess His name……………Mathew 10:32-33
Baptism……………….…….………1Peter 3:21
Live Faithfully.………………….Revelation 2:1

SMELL THE SWEET AROMA?
Smell is one of the most amazing senses!
Even today, when I smell certain foods, it
takes me back to my grandmother's kitchen
(especially chocolate pie). Many people
dread the smell of a farm, but it's usually
pleasant to me because it reminds me of our
trips to my grandparents farm as a young
boy. The smell of chlorine water brings
back memories of holidays spent with
cousins in their swimming pools. Even the
smell of permanent markers and paint have
reminded me of my years in school. You
may have your own memories of smells
from home, holidays, school, work,
restaurants, nature, and other occasions. For
the most part, don't you love the sense of
smell?
When a candle is lit the fragrance reaches
to the farthest corners of the
building. I lit a candle in
my office not long ago,
with my door shut, and
it wasn't 10 minutes
until someone came
knocking to ask if there
was a fire somewhere.
You have probably had
this happen when
something was burning
on the stove, a fireplace
was lit, or when someone is barbecuing in
the neighborhood. Any fragrance must have
a source.
The Apostle Paul describes how the
Christian ought to be a fragrance to the
world. He says,
"Now thanks be to God who always leads
us in triumph in Christ, and through us
diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in
every place. 15 For we are to God the
fragrance of Christ among those who are
being saved and among those who are
perishing. 16 To the one we are the aroma
of death leading to death, and to the other
the aroma of life leading to life. And who is
sufficient for these things? 17 For we are
not, as so many, peddling the word of God;
but as of sincerity, but as from God, we
speak in the sight of God in Christ." (2
Corinthians 2:14-17, NKJV)
According to historians, a Roman
procession involved priests who burned
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incense as they passed by the crowd. We
can be sure those processions were
spectacles to be experienced like so much
in the Roman world of the first century.
Even those who might not be able to see
could smell the aroma of the incense. This
fragrance would reach the noses of the
crowd and signify the great victory of the
Roman army. That same aroma, to those
captured in war, was a fragrance of defeat
by the enemies of Rome.
The message of the Gospel plays the same
role in the lives of all men and women
today. To those who are lost in sin and
reject the life giving message of the Savior,
the Gospel signifies eternal death. For those
who have obeyed the Gospel and enjoy a
close relationship with the Father, they will
enjoy the sweet smell of eternal life. The
same smell means something quite different
to those who are lost and to those who are
saved.
As you live your life among people of this
world, are you the "aroma of Christ?"
When people see the way you talk, react,
think, and treat others, do they see you as
one who lives triumphantly in Christ (v.
14)? The next time you burn a candle, start
the barbecue pit, light a campfire or smell
something that reminds you of a special
time in the past, won't you
consider the "fragrance of
Christ" you provide to the
world? Accept the
challenge to speak out for
Christ and be the aroma of
eternal life!
Mark Hammit
"Don't Fence Me In"
One of my ewes "escaped" last week (a ewe
is a female sheep). She didn’t actually set
out to run away, she was just following her
nose in search of fresh green things to eat.
Since there are several other sheep in the
pasture, competition for anything fresh is
pretty fierce, so when she spotted
something tasty just outside the fence, she
stuck her head between the wires for a
snack. Unfortunately for me, what she was
trying to reach was where two fence panels
meet, and as she pushed, they parted and
she was able to squeeze through.
"Freedom!" She was free to gorge to her
heart’s content in the deep grass of my
neighbor s back pasture! When she heard
the rattle of the feed bucket, however, she
decided it was time to come home. Unable
to find her "escape" hole, she paced up and
down the back fence, bleating continuously
as the rest of the sheep ate. When I walked
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around the outside of the
pasture to lead her
"home," however, she
took off into the brush,
only to return every time
I stepped away from the
fence. When I herded her
into a wire enclosure, she
jumped the fence rather than
be "trapped." After several hours of
alternately trying to lure her back or capture
her, I finally gave up; if the coyotes caught
her, well, "Bon appetit!" (After several
days, I was able to lure her back under the
fence, and she is once again safely penned
with her flock.)
How like that silly ewe many people are!
For want of a little something green, they
put their lives at risk. When the "shepherd"
tries to bring them back to safety, they flee
farther into the "wilderness of sin." They
want both the "freedom" to roam at will and
the security of a regular meal; no wonder
Isaiah compares us to sheep (Isaiah 53:6).
Like sheep, they are certain that the grass is
always greener on the other side of God s
"fence," and so they constantly seek ways
through it. John wrote in 1 John 3:4 that,
"Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth
also the law: for sin is the transgression of
the law."
The expression "transgresseth ... the law"
expresses the idea of crossing over a
boundary. John goes on to indicate that the
very definition of sin is "violating God’s
boundary," or (in other words) escaping the
fence God made for us. Outside His "fence"
are the seasonal pleasures of sin (Hebrews
11:25); inside is safety (Hebrews 11:7).
Outside is danger, inside is security.
Outside is isolation and want, inside is
companionship and plenty (Matthew
25:1-12). Still, multitudes cry “don't fence
me in!" We want "No restrictions!"No
limits!"No boundaries!" and we want this
with "No consequences!" as well, but we
can t have one without the other. This is not
a new problem; Jesus lamented over the
stony-hearted city of Jerusalem, "O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the
prophets, and stonest them which are sent
unto thee, how often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and
ye would not! Behold, your house is left
unto you desolate" (Matthew 23:37-38).
The fact of the matter is that God’s "fence"
exists for our benefit. When we live within
the boundary He prescribes, we have safety,
security, sustenance, society, and certainty;
www.avcoc.org

therefore, "Fence me in, Lord, fence me in!
Shut the gate and never let me out again!"
"Wherefore ye shall do my statutes,
and keep my judgments, and do
them; and ye shall dwell in the land
in safety." (Leviticus 25:18)
Dave Rogers

It’s Not Over Till It’s Over
In Jeremiah 32:27 God says, “I am the
Lord, the God of every person on the earth,
nothing is impossible for me.” We need to
hear that God is still in control. We need to
hear that it’s not over until he says so. We
need to hear that life’s mishaps and
tragedies are not a reason to bail out.
Corrie ten
Boom used
to say,
“When the
train goes
through a
tunnel and
the world
gets dark,
do you jump
out? Of
course not. You sit still and trust the
engineer to get you through.” The way to
deal with discouragement? The cure for
disappointment? Go back and read the story
of God. Read it again and again. Be
reminded that you aren’t the first person to
weep. And you aren’t the first person to be
helped. Read the story and remember the
story is yours!
Max Lucado
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