
We are honored and blessed to have you 
worshiping with us today and we extend 
our warmest welcome. Our service is 
modeled after the New Testament pattern 
of worship. If you have any questions or 
concerns please express them to us. We 
are all here to serve. 
Please Pray For: 
Keisha Harmon’s health. Ric Curran’s family as 
they mourn. Sister Bea's recovery & Esther as 
she helps. June as she travels. Diana’s recovery. 
Sylvia and family. Donna’s well being. Wanda’s 
sister Peaches (eyes) and her husband Steve and 
his brother. Sister McKinney’s recovery. Otha 
Jr.’s recovery. Lorena’s sister Lenor. Recovery 
of Lorena’s niece Ebonite. Recovery of 
Lorena’s granddaughter Kyndal. Well being of 
TC and family. Thom and Mary Elizabeth’s well 
being. Prince’s health and his aunt’s upcoming 
surgery. Mike’s little niece Natalie who has 
leukemia. Jessica’s friend Sam Calabro, he is in 
hospice care. Henry’s nephew Mike Page’s 
girlfriend’s little daughter Melanie who has 
cancer. Health of Greg Gibson’s daughter 
Carissa Cross.. Matt Harmon as he enters the 
Air Force. Bill and Connie Rozar’s well being. 
Keshia Johnson’s well being. Bianca’s little 
cousin Violet’s health. Darla’s friend Karen 
Risper’s physical and spiritual health. Well 
bring of the Perris Church of Christ. Zandra’s 
back problems. Sister Lea’s knee 
problems.Gloria for her broken ankle and for a 
safe trip Home. Bianca’s grandma. Brother 
Norbert’s health. Darla’s spirit. Aryanna’s 
classmate Jeremiah Brownbridge who lost his 
mother. 

Song Leader - Stan  
Prayer - Henry 
Preaching - Stan 
Table Lead - Francisco 
Helper - Jeremiah 
Helper - Brandon 
Announce - Lenard 
Prayer - Bill 

News And Events 
Mother's Day Luncheon 
Today following morning worship. 
Prayer Meeting 
May 20th 6:30 PM at the church building. 
Spiritual Devotional 
May 21st 11:00 AM 
Bring A Friend Day 
May 29th  
Bring A Friend 11:00 AM 
Friendship Meal 12:30 PM 

Order of Today’s Services 
        1. Singing                        
        2. Opening Prayer       
        3. Singing                      
        4. Preaching  
        5. Invitation Song                 
        6. Communion Song 
        7. Communion 
        8. Song Before Offering 
        9. Offering 
       10. Announcements 
       11. Closing Song 
       12. Closing Prayer
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          The Mother of Jesus 
In God's eyes, motherhood is to be exalted. 
God could have sent Jesus into the world as 
a full-grown man. Instead, by the way of 
the womb of a "woman" (Galatians 4:4) 
Jesus "became flesh" (John 1:14). If the 
Creator has thus chosen to honor 
motherhood, human beings should do no 
less! Normally, women "will be saved 
through child-bearing if they continue in 
faith and love and dedication with good 
sense" (1 Timothy 2:15). [Paul said] "I want 
the younger women to marry, to bear 
children, to manage the household, and to 
give no occasion for criticism" (1 Timothy 
5:14). 
But a woman does not have to become a 
mother. If she chooses to remain 
single, yet putting the Lord 
first, the Scripture blesses her: 
"The unmarried woman and 
the virgin care about the 
Lord's things, that they may 
be dedicated, both in body 
and spirit" (1 Corinthians 
7:34). 
However, God's plan for Jesus 
was for him to be formed in 
Mary's womb, and for her in 
her ninth month to ride on a 
donkey's back some 60 miles, 
Nazareth to Bethlehem. God 
could have planned for Jesus 
to be born in a palace. 
Instead, Joseph and Mary 
were turned down at the inn. 
Mary said to Joseph, "'Take 
me down from the ass, for 
that which is in me presses to 
come forth.' ...Joseph took her 
down, and he found there a cave, and let 
her into it" (The Protoevangelium of James, 
XII, 10-14, a 2nd century apocryphal 
book). 
In the cave was a stable, and "While they 
were there, the time came for her to give 
birth, and she delivered her firstborn son. 
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a feeding trough" (Luke 2:6-7). 
There, "God in the flesh was God in the 
straw." Clothes for a newborn baby 
certainly were not available in the cave 
stable that Joseph had found. This means 
that Mary had exercised foresight before 

she left Nazareth, getting swaddling clothes 
ready, and carrying them to Bethlehem. 
Moving little arms, hungrily sucking a fist, 
the infant was like any other newborn baby. 
After eight days, Joseph and Mary took 
Jesus from Bethlehem to the temple in 
Jerusalem (Luke 2:21-24). There Simeon, a 
"righteous man," led by the "Holy Spirit," 
took the baby Jesus "in his arms and 
praised God" (Luke 2:25-28), but he also 
warned Mary that "a sword will pierce your 
soul"(Luke 2:35). Apparently, there was no 
optimism when Mary herself was born, for 
somebody named her "Mary," a Hebrew 
(marah) name meaning "bitter," and Simeon 
was even less optimistic to the mother of 
Jesus about what was in store for her. 
As time went on, Joseph and Mary became 
the parents of four more sons (James, 
Joseph, Jude and Simon) and of at least two 
daughters (Mark 6:3). The last time that 
Jesus' stepfather is mentioned was about a 
year (29 A.D.) before the crucifixion, when 
people asked, "Is not this Jesus the son of 

Joseph, whose father and 
mother we know?" (John 
7:42). 
Joseph, being an "honorable 
man" (Matthew 1:19), would 
have stood by Mary's side at 
the cross if he had been alive. 
Mary, then, must have been a 
widow less than a year on 
crucifixion day (Friday, April 
7, A.D.30), "standing by the 
cross" (John 19:25), with "a 
sword," as Simeon had 
predicted (Luke 2:35), 
figuratively piercing her 
"soul." 
Since Jesus on the cross was 
nearly naked (five garments 
having been taken off of him 
by the four soldiers of the 
crucifixion detail (John 
19:23-24), likely Jesus' mother 

could see Jesus' bloody feet and some of 
the "blood and water" coming from his 
spear-pierced side (John 19:34). Many 
other people have been nailed to crosses, 
but has any other mother in all history 
watched as her son was being crucified? 
Thank God, three people stood at the cross 
by Mary's side: (1) her sister, Jesus' aunt, 
also named "Mary"; (2) Mary Magdalene; 
and (3) John, a son of Zebedee, whom Jesus 
loved specially (John 13:23; 19:25-26; 
20:2; 21:7, 20). 
But where were Mary's other six (or more) 
children (Mark 6:3)? Though Jesus' 

brothers [and probably his sisters] did not 
believe in him (John 7:5), why did they not 
stand by the cross to support their mother? 
The dying Jesus looked down from the 
cross and noticed that not one of Mary's 
other children, his brothers and his sisters, 
was there to support their widowed mother. 
Since none of Jesus' blood-kin was standing 
by Mary's side, Jesus was forced to turn to 
a non-family member to take care of his 
widowed mother, his beloved John, saying 
to her, "Woman, behold! Your son," and 
saying to John, "Behold! Your 
mother" (John 19:26-27). From "that hour," 
John "took her into his own home" (John 
19:27). 
Likely, Jesus' brothers and sisters were 
watching from a distance, and saw how 
their brother was cruelly treated, and 
perhaps heard him pray for his murderers, 
"Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they are doing" (Luke 23:34). Likely, 
on that Friday afternoon, they all became 
believers, because 43 days later (Matthew 
12:40; Acts 1:3), on the day of Jesus' 
ascension (Thursday, May 18, A.D.30), 
when Jesus' eleven apostles and some 
disciples (about 120) went to an "upstairs 
room" in Jerusalem to pray, in the group 
were "Mary, the mother of Jesus" and "his 
brothers" (Acts 1:14). Surely, Luke's word 
"brothers" is generic, including Jesus' 
"sisters" (Mark 6:3). 
Jesus' brothers (and sisters?), now praying 
believers, likely were baptized on Pentecost 
Day (May 28, A.D.), being among the 
"about three thousand souls" baptized (Acts 
2:41). Later two of Jesus' brothers, James 
and Jude, God used to write two of the New 
Testament books. Thus, the sadness of their 
neglect of their mother on crucifixion day 
turned into gladness in the rejoicing that 
God had forgiven them (Acts 2:38), and 
used them the rest of their lives as vessels 
of honor. 
We happen to know that the afterlife of 
James (the Lord's brother, Galatians 1:19) 
points to a humble Christian man doing 
everything he could to please the Lord. 
Hegesippus (140-175 A.D.), quoted in The 
Epistles of James and John by Alexander 
Ross, reported that James spent so much 
time in the temple on his knees that they 
became as "horny" as the knees of a camel. 
Josephus (Antiquities, 20, 9, 11) reported 
that in 62 A.D. James was sentenced by the 
Sanhedrin (Ananus presiding) to death. 
Clement of Alexandria (150-220 A.D., 
quoted by Robertson) wrote that James was 
flung from a temple gable. On the ground, 
continued Hegesippus (quoted by Eusebius, 

311 A.D., Book II, 1, 2-5), James got on his 
knees and prayed, "I beg you, O Lord God, 
forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing." Then he was stoned and 
clubbed to death. We do not know about the 
afterlife of Jesus' brother Jude, but we have 
his statement that he was "a slave of Jesus 
Christ, and a brother of James" (Jude 1). 
The last biblical word we have about Mary 
is that she was present in the prayer 
meeting of about 120 disciples after Jesus 
had gone back to heaven (Acts 1:14), but 
there is no reason to doubt her continued 
faithfulness to the One who not only was 
her son but also her Lord and Savior (John 
14:6; Acts 4:12).                     Hugo McCord 

Taking Turns 
There is a tender story told about an ailing 
mother who was resting in her bed when 
her nine-year-old daughter walked in. The 
daughter quietly unfolded a blanket and 
tucked it around her mother. 
“You know, “ the mother said, “It hasn’t 
been that long since I was tucking you in, 
and now here you are covering me up.” The 
little girl smiled, kissed her on the cheek, 
whispered, “We take turns,” and then 
skipped out of the room. 
That little girl, with innocence and insight, 
stated a truth for our time. “We take turns” 
in the family of God when we love each 
other, serve each other, and encourage each 
other. Let’s not miss the opportunities. 
Let’s not let them slip by. Let’s keep our 
eyes and hearts open. Let’s remember: we 
take turns!                                     Dennis Lynn 

God’s Plan to Save Mankind  
Hear the Word………..…Romans10:17 
Believe the Word………Mark 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins….….…Luke 13:3-5 
Confess His name…Matthew 10:32-33 
Baptism…………..…………1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully …………Revelation 2:10 
Schedule Of Services  
Sunday Bible Class.…………10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship…………..…11:00 AM 
Sunday Worship…………….…2:00 PM 
Wednesday Bible Class……….7:00PM
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