
March18, 2018 

We are honored and blessed to have you worshiping with us today and we extend 
our warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the New Testament pattern of 
worship. If you have questions or concerns please express them to us. We are all 
here to serve.

God’s Plan to Save Mankind 
Hear the Word         Romans 10:17 
Believe the Word    Mark 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins     Luke 13:3-5 
Confess His name  Matt. 10:32-33 
Baptism                          1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully         Revelation 2:10 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Bible Class         10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship.             11:00 AM 
Wednesday Bible Class    7:00 PM 

 Volume 3 #18 

April 7th 
      Start preparing NOW! 

         Study the book of      
Ephesians.

Please Pray For the health of Zandra, Gloria, Ebony, Lenard, TC, Prince, Irma, Thom 
and Mary Elizabeth, Sylvia, & Patrick’s recovery, Victor’s recovery from knee surgery. 
Leola’s health. Lorena and family. Wanda Contreras and her sister Peaches is having knee 
replacement surgery. Kevin Williams & family. Donna’s health (eyes). Donna’s cousin lost 
his wife and has prostate cancer. Keshia’s friend’s Aunt Lucy has stage four cancer. Health 
of Helice and her son to be. Bynum’s health. Sister Kirkland’s health. Dianna and family’s 
loss, they have gone to Mexico. Stan’s friends, the Peralta’s for their loss. Wisdom for Dan 
as he makes a personal decision. Anthony and family. The Bradshaw family as they travel. 
Nylia and Nik have been sick. Health of Paul Brass. The Needles, California and Parker, 
Arizona churches. 

The Apple Valley Church of Christ 
Presents 

“LIVING THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT” 
With Stanley Harmon II 

Minister of The Hawthorne Church of Christ, Hawthorne CA 

Today 11:00 PM 
Monday - Thursday 7:00 PM 

Pantry Items Needed 
Peanut Butter and Jelly.

Order of Services 
Singing 

OpeningPrayer 
Singing 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 
Closing Prayer
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The Golden Rule 
By Mark N. Posey 

In this short verse of Matthew 7:12, 
Jesus gave us the essence of His Father’s 
ethical commandments concerning our 
treatment of others. These words are 
customarily referred to as “The Golden 
Rule.” This rule is golden because of at 
least two reasons. First, a “rule” is an 
authoritative standard or principle given 
to regulate conduct. It is called “golden” 
because it is understood to be above all 
others in greatness and purity. It is 
certainly a “rule” because it is meant to 
guide our conduct toward what is best 
and most holy. Second, a “rule” is also a 
standard of measurement. It measures 
and establishes absolute truth to be 
authentic and accurate. We can measure 
ourselves and see how far we have fallen 
and how we need to realign with what is 
right and good. 
The Context of the Rule 
The word “therefore” draws us back to 
the words that precede this 
verse. As we look back, we see 
that Jesus taught through 
prayer about His Father’s care 
for us (7:7-11). Our Father is 
very good to us, not giving us 
what is bad. That’s how we 
want Him to treat us. Jesus, 
therefore, called us to imitate 
the goodness that God shows to 
us. We see this same goodness 
commanded in other verses 
(Matthew 7:1-5; 5:17-20, 
27-37). Everything in Jesus’ sermon 
basically constitutes a call to heed and 
obey what He said in 7:12; it is a 
summary statement of the Sermon on the 
Mount. 
The Measure of the Rule 
It’s given in the phrase, “whatever you 
want men to do to you…” The word 
“men” (anthropos) doesn’t mean strictly 
“males only,” rather, it is “people.” 
Therefore, we are to consider what we 
would want “people” in general to do to 

us. A literal way to translate this would 
be, “all things therefore, as much as it 
ever occurs, that you may wish that 
people may do to you…” Jesus called us 
to stop and ask this simple question of 
ourselves when in a situation with 
others: “What would I want people to do 
to me in a similar situation?” We must 
simply measure the situation with Jesus’ 
standard and act appropriately. 
The Practice of the Rule 
Jesus said, “do also to them.” The 
Golden Rule has a long history in a wide 
range of world cultures, prominent 
religious figures and philosophers. 
Simon Blackburn stated that the Golden 
Rule can be “found in some form in 
almost every ethical tradition.” For 
example, others said, “What you avoid 
suffering yourself, seek not to inflict 
upon others” (Epictetus). “Never impose 
on others what you would not choose for 
yourself” (Confucius). “That which you 
hate to be done to you, do not do to 

a n o t h e r ” ( A n c i e n t 
Egypt). However, these 
ancient sayings are put 
in negative form (i.e., 
“What you DON’T want 
done to you, DON’T do 
to others”). However, 
Jesus stated His rule in a 
p o s i t i v e f o r m t h a t 
focuses on positive 
action. Think about it! If 
all I wanted to do was 
passively not do to 

someone else what I don’t want done to 
me, then all I would have to do is 
nothing at all! I could keep this 
commandment just by staying home and 
sitting on my hands. Yet, if I seek to 
actively do to others want I want done to 
me, I must think, evaluate, measure, love 
and take life seriously (Philippians 2:3)! 
The Scope of the Rule 
Jesus said, “for this is the Law and the 
Prophets.” In other words, this rule—in 
positive form—is the essence of what 

was commanded in the Old Testament 
regarding human relations (Leviticus 
19:18). The key to all of it is love! It is 
sacrificially putting the needs of the 
person loved on an equal level with your 
own. That’s the kind of love that fulfills 
the requirement of the law of God with 
respect to our treatment of others 
(Romans 13:8-10; Galatians 5:14; 
Matthew 22:37-40). The Golden Rule is 
the summation and essence of the Law 
of God. 

Jesus, The Great Physician 
By Robert Johnson 
This flu season has been a particularly 
fierce one. Emergency rooms have been 
filled to capacity, hospital bed space has 
been at a premium and doctor’s waiting 
rooms have witnessed standing room 
only. Many people have been seeking 
therapy for the aches, pains and 
illnesses that have plagued them. 
The English word “therapy” comes 
from the Greek word “therapeuo.” In 
its original setting, it meant to serve. 
Later, however, doctors who rendered 
service in healing the sick became 
known by this word. Because it was 
used in reference to doctors, it took on 
the meaning “to care for the sick, to treat 
medically, to cure.” 
In the New Testament, this word is never 
used in the general sense to serve. It’s 
often used, though, with the meaning to 
heal. However, it wasn’t used to refer to 
medical healing by doctors, but of the 
real healing Jesus performed. Only Jesus 
could “cast out the spirits with a word 
and heal all who were sick” (Matthew 
8:16), even to restoring withered limbs 
and life itself. 
Jesus performed such acts of healing, not 
just for the sick person’s benefit, but also 
more importantly, to testify that He is the 
Son of God. The healing He provided 
physically is secondary to the healing He 
offers spiritually to heal a world sick 
with sin. Only in Christ is there spiritual 

hea l ing and the cure fo r s in ’s 
consequences. “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who 
are sick. I have not come to call the 
r i g h t e o u s , b u t s i n n e r s , t o 
repentance” (Luke 5:31-32). 
No one likes getting sick physically, and 
we should be even more concerned with 
what sin does to our spiritual vitality. 
The blood of Christ is the cure for sin, 
and living for Him is the therapy to 
avoid a setback (1 John 1:7). Rejoice in 
the salvation Jesus, our great Physician, 
makes available! 

Trust Jesus 
Ernest S. Underwood 
A sign on a building read, “Trust Jesus.” 
The question is, “How does one ‘trust 
Jesus’?” This is not a trick question. If I 

t r u s t m y 
doctor, I will 
f o l l o w h i s 
directions to 
the letter. Yet, 
how do I trust 
Jesus? Now, I 
know how I 
express my 
love for Him. 

He said, “If you love Me, keep My 
commandments.” 
I hear some say that one trusts Jesus by 
saying the so-called “Sinner’s Prayer.” 
However, where is the Scripture for this? 
Others say that trusting Him involves the 
signing of a decision card. Again, 
Scripture, please! 
Is it wise to trust Jesus? Surely, all will 
agree that it is. If so, then, Jesus has told 
us how we express our trust in Him. He 
said, “Therefore whoever hears these 
sayings of Mine, and does them, I will 
liken him to a wise man who built his 
house on the rock” (Matthew 7:24). We 
sing, “Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, just 
to take Him at His word…” Do you trust 
Jesus? Are you taking Him at His 
word? 
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