
God’s Plan to Save Mankind 
Hear the Word        Romans 10:17 
Believe the Word  Mark 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins    Luke 13:3-5 
Confess His name  Matt. 10:32-33 
Baptism                         1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully       Revelation 2:10 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Bible Class        10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship.            11:00 AM 
Wednesday Bible Class   7:00 PM

 for the health of Zandra, 
G l o r i a , E b o n y , L e n a r d , 

TC,Bynum, Prince and family. 
Thom and Mary Elizabeth, Sylvia 

and her husband Patrick. Irma lost her 
brother pray for her health and well 
being. Pray for the health of Lorena and 
family, Wanda Contreras, Peaches, and 
Francisco Jr. Pray for the health and well 
being of of Acqunetta’s sister, Kevin 
Williams & family, Donna, Diana and 
family, Paul Brass, Chris’s friend Ann. 
Recovery of James Adams. Pray for the 
Bullhead City, Needles, and Lucerne 
Valley churches. And the ministry of 
David of the Needles church. 

Order of Services 
Singing 

OpeningPrayer 
Singing 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 
Closing Prayer
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We are honored and blessed to have you worshipping with us today and 
we extend our warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the New 
Testament pattern of worship. If you have questions or concerns please 
express them to us. We are all here to serve.

Canned  
Chili

Barstow Church of Christ 
presents a

with  Vincent Hawkins 
May 20th - 23rd 

Sunday 20th - 11:00 AM  
21st - 23rd 7:00 PM 

1031 W Buena Vista St. 
Barstow, CA 92311 (760) 957-7648 Prayer 

Meeting 
Friday May 

25th 
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Servants Do Not Wear Crowns 
Marilyn LaStrape 
Every song that we sing in worship to our 
God that speaks of us wearing an eternal 
crown is in the future tense. Can we 
become worthy to wear that crown now? 
From where would it come, and more to 
the point, who would be adequately 
worthy to give it 
to us? 
The only one 
who had the 
right to wear a 
crown while on 
earth, but never 
did, was the 
Lord Jesus 
Christ. He gave 
up the glory and 
honor that was 
due Him to 
come to this sin-
cursed, fallen, broken world to be our 
Redeemer (Philippians 2:5-8). It pleased 
God to crush Him and put Him to grief 
(Isaiah 53:10). Does that single thought 
cut us to the core of our spiritual 
understanding? He left the indescribable 
glories and riches of Heaven and became 
the servant of all. Isaiah wrote, “He shall 
see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. 
By His knowledge My righteous Servant 
shall justify many, for He shall bear their 
iniquities” (Isaiah 53:11). Acknowledging 
God’s statement, referring to His Son as 
His righteous Servant, should bring us to 
our knees in remorseful submissiveness. 
Jesus speaking of Himself in Mark 10:45 
said, “For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many.” The only 
crown He got was the twisted crown of 
thorns! Three of the Gospel writers gave 
the accounts of this outrageous brutality. 
Matthew 27:29 records, “When they had 
twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on 
His head, and a reed in His right hand. 
And they bowed the knee before Him and 
mocked Him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the 

Jews!’” Mark 15:17-18 says, “And they 
clothed Him with purple; and they twisted 
a crown of thorns, put it on His head, and 
began to salute Him, ‘Hail, King of the 
Jews!’” John 19:1-3 reads, “So then Pilate 
took Jesus and scourged Him. And the 
soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put 
it on His head, and they put on Him a 

purple robe. Then they 
said, ‘Hail, King of the 
Jews!’ And they struck 
Him with their hands.” 
Isaiah 53:7 says, “He 
was oppressed and He 
was afflicted, yet He 
opened not His mouth; 
He was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before its shearers 
is silent, so He opened 
not His mouth.” Jesus 
was the personification 

of turning the other cheek and speaking no 
vile words. 
There is a sense in which wives and 
children are biblically defined as crowns. 
Proverbs 12:4a declares, “An excellent 
wife is the crown of her husband.” 
Proverbs 17:6 notes, “Grandchildren are 
the crown of old men, and the glory of 
children is their father.” 
Psalm 103:1-5 states forthrightly that God 
is the Benefactor of all our physical, 
material and spiritual blessings. Five of 
these priceless blessings are listed, one of 
which is designated as a crown. “Bless the 
LORD, O my soul; and all that is within 
me, bless His holy name! Bless the LORD, 
O my soul, and forget not all His 
benefits: Who forgives all your 
iniquities, Who heals all your 
diseases, Who redeems your life from 
destruction, Who crowns you with 
lovingkindness and tender 
mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with 
good things, so that your youth is renewed 
like the eagles.” This is another one of 
those “it doesn’t get any better than that” 
passages of Scripture. 

In the realm of nature, God’s reign is 
sovereign over all. Psalm 119:90-91 states 
directly, “Your faithfulness endures to all 
generations; You established the earth, and 
it abides. They continue to this day 
according to Your ordinances, for all are 
Your servants.” As one preacher said it, 
“all” in the Greek and English means just 
that—all! 
God has called us to be servants to Him 
and others for His glory, honor, distinction 
and adoration. Our crown is on the other 
side. Paul made that known to us in a way 
that we would need help to misunderstand. 
As he was nearing the end of his life, he 
wrote in 2 Timothy 4:6-8, “For I am 
already being poured out as a drink 
offering, and the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
Finally, there is laid up for me the crown 
of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give to me on that 
Day, and not to me only but also to all who 
have loved His appearing.” 
It is noteworthy that Paul said his crown of 
righteousness had been laid up for him. 
Paul also said he was the chief among 
sinners, but he was a chief servant from 
the day of his conversion. While he was 
here, Paul was not wearing his crown; and 
neither shall we were our respective 
crowns in this life. 

Ten Precepts to Teach Your Kids 
Ronald D. Reeves 
One of our greatest gifts from the Lord and 
one of our greatest responsibilities that we 
bear involve our children and our 
nurturing care of them. An unidentified 
author, respectful of the burdens of 
parenthood, suggested the following things 
to teach our children: (1) love God as the 
Lord of your life with all your heart, soul, 
mind and strength (Mark 12:30). (2) Seek 
first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness (Matthew 6:33). (3) Love 
God’s Book above all other books, and 
hunger and thirst for its message (Matthew 

5:6). (4) 
Honor your 
father and 
mother, and 
obey them 
in the Lord 
(Ephesians 
6:1-2). (5) 
Love and 
respect your 
fellow men, 
even as you 

do yourselves (Matthew 22:39). (6) Earn 
your bread in the sweat of your face 
(Genesis 3:19). (7) Live a life of integrity, 
truthfulness and honor (Job 26:5). (8) Help 
the weak, the poor and the unfortunate 
around you (Romans 15:1). (9) Be good 
citizens and accept your social and civic 
responsibilities (1 Peter 2:13). (10) Be 
loyal soldiers of Jesus (2 Timothy 2:3-4). 
Though not an exhaustive listing of 
personal duties in this realm of activity, 
this brief listing will surely provide a 
wonderful beginning to the task of 
parenting. May all parents be blessed! 

Be Kind to Yourself 
Max Lucado 

Kindness at home. Kindness in public. 
Kindness in church and kindness with our 
enemies. Pretty well covers the gamut, 
don’t you think? Almost. Someone else 
needs your kindness. Who could that be? 
Well, it’s YOU! Since God is so kind to us, 
can’t we be a little kinder to ourselves? 
Oh, but you don’t know me, Max. You 
don’t know my faults and my thoughts. 
You don’t know the gripes I grumble and 
the complaints I mumble. No, I don’t, but 
he does. He knows everything about you, 
yet he doesn’t hold back his kindness 
toward you. Has he, knowing all your 
secrets, retracted one promise or reclaimed 
one gift? He forgives your faults, calls you 
his ambassador, his follower, even his 
child. In God’s book you are a good thing. 
Be kind to yourself. God thinks you’re 
worth his kindness. And he’s a good 
judge of character. 

https://maxlucado.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bed511e434184985961d50fcb&id=d241eb04c0&e=d47fcefcc8
http://www.avcoc.org
mailto:applevalleychurch@gmail.com
https://maxlucado.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bed511e434184985961d50fcb&id=d241eb04c0&e=d47fcefcc8

