
God’s Plan to Save Mankind 
Hear the Word                       Romans 10:17 
Believe the Word                  Mark 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins                    Luke 13:3-5 
Confess His name                 Matt. 10:32-33 
Baptism                                        1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully                       Revelation 2:10 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday Bible Class                        10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship.                            11:00 AM 
Wednesday Bible Class                  7:00 PM 

Please Pray For the health of 
Zandra, Gloria, Ebony, Lenard, 
TC, Prince, Irma, Bynum, Thom 
and Mary Elizabeth, Victor’s 

recovery from knee surgery. Leola’s health. 
Lorena and family. Wanda Contreras shoulder, and 
her sister Peaches recovery from knee replacement 
surgery. Kevin Williams & family. Donna’s health 
(eyes). Darla’s back issues. Health of Helice 
Harmon and her son to be. Wellbeing of Andrea 
Brass and her newborn son Eli. Health of Paul 
Brass. The father of Tiffney’s cousin Sarah passed 
away, pray for the family. Anthony’s family. Goff 
family as they morn their loss. Lucerne Valley, 
Needles, and Perris congregations.

Order of Services 
Singing 

OpeningPrayer 
Singing 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 
Closing Prayer
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We are honored and blessed to have you worshiping with us today and 
we extend our warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the New 
Testament pattern of worship. If you have questions or concerns please 
express them to us. We are all here to serve.

Apple Valley Street Cleanup 
Building/Yard Cleanup  

April 14, 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon

Needed: Peanut Butter and Jelly

Lucerne Valley Church of 
Christ with Stanley Harmon 

April 22-24 
Sunday 10:00 AM 

Monday - Wednesday 7:00PM 

Prayer Meeting 
April 13     6:30 PM

Men’s Training 

April 14            9:00 AM

Donations being accepted to help with Lucerne 
Valley Building repair.



21998 Gayhead Road, Apple Valley, CA 92307                    (760) 247-2380                    www.avcoc.org                                                   applevalleychurch@gmail.com                                                                                                                         

The Grace of God 
Louis Rushmore 

Mortals must participate with the 
Godhead to obtain forgiveness of sins. 
In the absence of biblically authorized 
human involvement in one’s salvation, 
a person remains a spiritual castaway 
(John 3:18). God’s saving grace is 
available to all men (Titus 2:11), but it 
must be properly appropriated to 
oneself. 
Under Christianity, several New 
Testament passages relate to man’s part 
to receive human salvation. They are 
not mutually exclusive. Neither do 
various verses regarding 
redemption present multiple-
choice options. Instead, 
Scriptures work together 
in providing instruction 
about correctly 
addressing mankind’s sin 
problem. They 
complement each other. 
Psalm 139:17 illustrates 
the collective worth of God’s 
Word on any subject. It reads, 
“How precious also are Your thoughts 
to me, O God! How great is the sum of 
them!” (NKJV). 
Faith saves (John 3:15, 36), but faith 
alone does not save (James 2:24). 
Rather, believers have “the right to 
become the children of God” (John 
1:12). Baptism saves, though most of 
the religious community denies that 
plain biblical teaching (1 Peter 3:21; 
Acts 22:16). Yet, merely going through 
the act of immersion in water for the 
remission of sins does not save one 
from sins (Acts 19:1-7; Luke 
3:3). Grace saves, but in relationship to 
one’s faith (Ephesians 
2:8). Mercy saves, but in relationship to 
one’s baptism (Titus 3:5). Confessing 
Christ saves (Romans 10:9-10), but 
does it save apart from faith, baptism, 
grace, mercy or any other contributor to 
human redemption? No! Repenting of 

one’s sins pertains to one’s salvation, 
too (Luke 13:3; Acts 
17:30). Hope (Romans 
8:24), endurance (Matthew 10:22; 
Revelation 2:10) and being born 
again (John 3:3-5) are involved in 
redemption also. 
Obedience to the Gospel—that system 
of faith (2 Corinthians 5:7; Jude 3)—
saves as well (Hebrews 5:8-9). That 
book of faith—Romans—is sandwiched 
between references to the relationship 
between obedience and biblical faith 
(Romans 1:5; 16:26). Faith stands 
erect between the bookends of 

obedience. Furthermore, obedience 
and the grace of God are 

inseparably linked together 
(Romans 1:5). “The Grace of 
God Demands the 
Obedience of 
Faith” (Whitten). The grace 
of God—that unmerited favor
—is not unconditional. By the 

grace of God, He withholds 
from us what we truly deserve, 

only when we obey the Gospel and 
continue to abide therein. Everyone 

who does not obey the Gospel (2 
Thessalonians 1:8; 1 Peter 4:17) puts 
himself or herself beyond reach of 
God’s grace. 

Jesus, The Great Physician 
Robert Johnson 

This flu season has been a particularly 
fierce one. Emergency rooms have been 
filled to capacity, hospital bed space has 
been at a premium and doctor’s waiting 
rooms have witnessed standing room 
only. Many people have been seeking 
therapy for the aches, pains and 
illnesses that have plagued them. 
The English word “therapy” comes 
from the Greek word “therapeuo.” In its 
original setting, it meant to serve. Later, 
however, doctors who rendered service 
in healing the sick became known by 
this word. Because it was used in 
reference to doctors, it took on the 

meaning “to care for the sick, to treat 
medically, to cure.” 
In the New Testament, this word is 
never used in the general sense to serve. 
It’s often used, though, with the 
meaning to heal. However, it wasn’t 
used to refer to medical healing by 
doctors, but of the real healing Jesus 
performed. Only Jesus could “cast out 
the spirits with a word and heal all who 
were sick” (Matthew 8:16), even to 
restoring withered limbs and life itself. 
Jesus performed such acts of healing, 
not just for the sick person’s benefit, but 
also more importantly, to testify that He 
is the Son of God. The healing He 
provided physically is secondary to the 
healing He offers spiritually to heal a 
world sick with sin. Only in Christ is 
there spiritual healing and the cure for 
sin’s consequences. “Those who are 
well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. I have not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentance” (Luke 5:31-32). 
No one likes getting sick physically, 
and we should be even more concerned 
with what sin does to our spiritual 
vitality. The blood of Christ is the cure 
for sin, and living for Him is the 
therapy to avoid a setback (1 John 1:7). 
Rejoice in the salvation Jesus, our great 
Physician, makes available! 

Jesus Advanced 
Mark McWhorter 
Luke 2:52, “And Jesus advanced in 
wisdom and stature, and in favor with 
God and man.” This verse is at the end 
of the retelling of His trip to Jerusalem 
when He was 12-years-old. He went 
with his parents to observe the 
Passover. After His parents fulfilled 
their responsibilities, they started 
traveling back to Nazareth. After a day 
and a half, they realized that Jesus was 
not with the caravan. They returned to 
Jerusalem to look for him. They found 
him in the Temple sitting with the 

doctors of the law. He was asking and 
answering questions. 
His parents stated their anxiety toward 
Him by stating they sought Him 
“sorrowing.” They did not understand 
His extreme interest and yearning to 
know the Father’s will. He was a 
carpenter’s son, but he wanted to know 
the Scriptures. Yet, His desire to 
formally study the Scriptures did not 
stop him from obeying His parents. In 
verse 51 we read, “And he went down 
with them, and came to Nazareth, and 
was subject unto them…” 
That is when our verse above is 
revealed. In the verse, the word 
“advanced” is the Greek word derived 
from the act of pioneers cutting down 
trees in front of an advancing army. 
Jesus hewed down all obstacles in the 
way of his growing mind. The use of 
this word lets us know that Jesus 
expended great effort in growing in 
wisdom and stature. He gave a great 
deal of energy in making sure He was 
right with God and with all men. It is 
important that we are told He was doing 
this when He was 12-years-old. Parents 
should expect big things from their 
children in spiritual matters. 
Follow Jesus’ example. Be studious. 
Give effort in making sure you know 
God’s will and in getting along with 
others.
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