
            March 27, 2016 

Pray for a good solution to 
Keisha Harmon’s health 
issues. Pray for June’s well 

being. Keep Sylvia and family 
in prayer.  Pray for the health 
Wanda’s sister Peaches and her 

husband Steve and his brother. Pray for 
sister McKinney’s recovery. Pray for Otha Jr.’s 
recovery. Pray for Lorena’s sister Lenor, she is 
scheduled for surgery March 31st. Pray for the 
recovery of Lorena’s niece Ebonite. Pray for 
the well being of TC and family. Thom and 
Mary Elizabeth need prayers, Thom has had to 
go to a nursing facility. Pray for Prince’s 
health. Pray for Mike’s niece Natalie who has 
leukemia. Pray for Jessica’s friend Sam 
Calabro, he is in hospice care. Henry’s nephew 
Mike Page asked for prayers for his girlfriend’s 
daughter Melanie, she has cancer. Sister 
Herndon is in hospice care and needs prayer. 
Sister Tankey is recovering from a fall and 
needs prayer. Brother Bowen had a kidney 
transplant, pray for him. A co-worker of Dan’s, 
Mike Gowen was killed in an auto accident, 
pray for the family. Mildred Fulmer has cancer 
and needs prayer. Pray for missionaries Tom 
Degeneffe and Mike Rosser as they spread the 
Good News in China, may they return home 
safely. Greg Gibson’s daughter Carissa Cross 
needs prayer for her health. Brother and sister 
Johnson have been sick, pray for them. Pray 
for Johnny and Dayana’s well being as well as 
Alex and Diana. Pray for the union of 
newlyweds Albert and April, may they always 
look to God first in their journey together. 
Keep Bill, Gloria, and family in prayer as they 
mourn their loss. Pray for improvement in 
Kathy’s health. 

Schedule Of Services 
Sunday Bible Class ……….…..10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship ........................11:00 AM 
Sunday Afternoon Worship……..2:00 PM 
Wednesday Evening ……………7:00 PM 

God’s Plan to Save Mankind  
Hear the Word ………..….Romans 10:17 
Believe the Word ………..Mark 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins …..…….Luke 13:3-5  
Confess His name……..…Matt. 10:32-33 
Baptism ………..……………1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully ..…….….Revelation 2:10 

        Order of Todays Services 
1. Singing                        
2. Opening Prayer       
3. Singing                      
4. Preaching  
5. Invitation Song                 
6. Communion Song 
7. Communion 
8. Song Before Offering 
9. Offering 
10. Announcements 
11. Closing Song 
12. Closing Prayer 
Song Leader - Bill  
Prayer - Jeremiah 
Preaching - Henry 
Table Lead - Lenard 
Helper - Dan 
Helper - Brandon 
Announce - Henry 
Prayer - Travis 

We are honored and blessed to have you worshiping with us today 
and we extend our warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after 
the New Testament pattern of worship. If you have any questions or 
concerns please express them to us. We are all here to serve.
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Building Remodeling 
We have acquired the funds needed for a 
portable baptistry, thanks to all. We are 
moving forward with the building 
remodeling plans. Donations for this 
project are still needed. 
Prayer Meeting 
April 1st 6:30 at the church building. 
Really, not April fools. 
Have You Read the 
Instructions? 
Have you ever put 
something together 
wrong because you 
didn’t read the 
instructions? Have you 
ever failed an assignment 
because you didn’t read the syllabus? Have 
you ever lost a game because you didn’t 
know the rules: either you broke a rule or 
your opponent took advantage of a rule you 
didn’t know about? How many of life’s 
problems, big and little, could be solved if 
we just took the time to read the 
instructions? There might be times in this 
life when we can get away with not reading 
them, but in preparation for the next life we 
cannot. God has provided us a written 
revelation of His will for us and what we 
need to do to be in fellowship with Him. 
The only way we can know what it takes is 
for us to take the time and read His 
instruction book – the Bible. 
“And you shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free” (John 8:32 
NKJV). 
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 
Timothy 2:15 KJV). 

“All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for 
instruction in 
righteousness, that the 
man of God may be 
complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good 
work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17 NKJV).  
   Thomas Baxley 

An Empty Pew 
What is a pew? By definition, it’s a 
compartment in the auditorium of a church 
providing seats for several persons. More 
than just a place to sit, pews can be 
representative of those who sit in them, and 
those who don’t, during a time of Bible 
study or worship. When there are those 
who occupy a pew at these times, it shows 
hearts that are drawn to assemble together 
to learn more of God, to praise and glorify 
Him and to be blessed by the fellowship 
that comes from such time together. 
Unfortunately, in most congregations, while 
there are pews that are occupied, there are 
those that are empty. What does an empty 
pew say? 
An empty pew represents someone who 

could be there, who should be there, but 
who is absent. It may be due to illness, 
being out of town or something such as 
this, but it can also be due to lack of 

interest, allowing the world and the desires 
of the flesh to have a greater influence and 
control over a person than the love of God 
and of Christ have. It comes from putting 
oneself over the will of God and denying 
God His rightful place in our hearts. 
Scripture clearly reveals the majesty, 
splendor and awe that God possesses as 
God, and how we as His creation should 
recognize His authority over all creation, 
which includes ourselves. David wrote, 
“The earth and everything in it, the world 
and its inhabitants, belong to the 
Lord” (Psalm 24:1). Paul reminded the 
Corinthians, “Don’t you know that your 
body is a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have from God? You 
are not your own, for you were bought at a 
price. Therefore glorify God in your 
body” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). An empty 
pew that is empty deliberately, when we 
chose to occupy some other space for some 
other reason than the spiritual, reveals the 
kind of hearts we have. A heart of love 
should draw us to God and to each other at 
those special times when we are called to 
assembly in His presence and worship Him. 
“Not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, 
and all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near” (Hebrews 10:25). 
An empty pew also represents a missed 
opportunity. How many people are there 
who need to hear the Gospel message? 
How many long to know that someone 
truly cares for them? How many are 
searching for some way to find peace and 
hope in a troubled world? Surely an 

invitation to assemble could open a door in 
the lives of some who have tried the way of 
the world, only to find it empty, lacking 
what they truly seek. Jesus reminded His 
disciples, “Don’t you say, ‘There are still 
four more months, then comes the harvest’? 
Listen to what I’m telling you: Open your 
eyes and look at the fields, for they are 
ready for harvest” (John 4:35). Of course, 
not everyone will take advantage of this 
opportunity, but we can offer it, and let 

others know they are 
welcome to come and 

learn. “Come to Me, all 
of you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will 

give you rest. All of you, 
take up My yoke and learn 

from Me, because I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest 

for yourselves. For My yoke is easy and 
My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 
Why are there empty pews? At times, it can 
be due to a situation beyond one’s control. 
At times, it’s because one has an empty 
heart, with the world having a greater 
influence than the spiritual has. Allow God 
His rightful place in your heart and life, and 
make the pew a place where we all humble 
ourselves before God and find His grace, 
mercy and strength for life today and 
tomorrow. “He will also strengthen you to 
the end, so that you will be blameless in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is 
faithful; you were called by Him into 
fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:8-9). Robert Johnson 

What Manner of  Person Ought We 
to Be? 
The key word in 2 Peter 3:8-14 is “look.” It 
describes an attitude of excitement and 
expectation as we wait for the Lord’s 
return. Since the world and its works will 
be dissolved and even the very elements 
will be disintegrated, we fix our hope, not 
on anything in this world, but on the Lord. 
Because we neither know the day nor the 
hour of His return, we must constantly be 
ready. The Christian who neglects the 
“blessed hope”(Titus 2:13) will gradually 
develop a cold heart, a worldly attitude and 
an unfaithful life. If he is not careful, he 
may even become like the scoffers and 
laugh at the promise of Christ’s return. 
Therefore, this expectant attitude ought to 
make a difference in our personal conduct 
(2 Peter 3:11). The word translated 
“manner” literally means, “out of this 
world, foreign.” Because we have “escaped 

the corruption that is in this world” (1:4), 
we must live differently from the people of 
this world. To the world, Christians behave 
like “foreigners.” Why? Because this world 
is not our home! We are “strangers and 
pilgrims” (1 Peter 2:1) headed for a better 
world, the eternal city of God. We are 
looking for “a city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and make is God, ”because, 
here we have “no continuing city, but we 
seek one to come” (Hebrews 11:10; 13:14). 
Therefore, “what manner of person ought 
we to be?” 
We ought to be STEADFAST (1 
Corinthians 15:58; 1 Peter 5:8-9). We must 
maintain steadfastness in the “apostles 
doctrine, fellowship, breaking of bread and 
prayer,” as did the early Christians (Acts 
2:42). 
We ought to be FORGIVING (Ephesians 
4:32; Luke 23:34). The Indians of New 
England had a means of ending conflict. 
They would meet with the opponents—dig 
a deep hole on the battlefield—take two 
hatchets—put them in the hole and cover 
them up. Therefore, we have the phrase, 
“bury the hatchet” (Romans 12:18). 
We ought to HUNGER for God’s Word 
(Matthew 5:6; Psalm 1:1-3; 119). So many 
are suffering from spiritual deficiency. 
They are starving for the nourishing Word 
of God. Their bodies are in shambles. Just 
as the physical body needs a steady diet of 
food, the soul needs a steady diet of Bible. 
We ought to be EVANGELISTIC (Mark 
16:15). In this passage, Jesus gave the 
apostles a command to obey. This was a 
command, not a suggestion. One man said, 
“Interest in missions is not an elective in 
God’s university of grace. It is something 
in which every disciple is expected to 
major.” 
We ought to SEEK FIRST God’s kingdom 
and righteousness (Matthew 6:33). In light 
of the fact that this world and the things 
associated with it will be dissolved, we 
should live our lives seeking first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness – 
that is, having holy conduct and godliness. 
Christians should be different, not odd. 
When you are different, you attract. 
   Mark N. Posey 

http://www.avcoc.org
mailto:applevalleychurch@gmail.com

