
January 14 , 2018

We are honored and blessed to have you worshiping with us today and we 
extend our warmest welcome. Our service is modeled after the New Testament 
pattern of worship. If you have questions or concerns please express them to us. 
We are all here to serve.

Zandra health and the well being her family. Ebony’s health. Thom and 
Mary Elizabeth’s health and well being. Lenard’s health. TC’s health. 
Irma’s health. Lorena’s recovery from oral surgery. Wanda’s shoulder. 
Prince’s health. Health of Sylvia and her husband Patrick. Dianna and 
family. Donna’s well being. Kevin and family.

Prayer Meeting 
Friday Jan. 19th, 6:30 

Today’s Services  
Singing 

Opening Prayer 
Singing 

Preaching 
Invitation Song 

Communion Song 
Communion 

Offering 
Announcements 

Closing Song 
Closing Prayer

God’s Plan to Save Mankind 
Hear the Word                              Romans 10:17 
Believe the Word                         Mark 16:15-16 
Repent of your sins                          Luke 13:3-5 
Confess His name                  Matthew 10:32-33 
Baptism                                             1Peter 3:21 
Live Faithfully                             Revelation 2:1 
Schedule of Services 
Sunday Bible Class                             10:00 AM 
Sunday Worship.                                 11:00 AM 
Wednesday Bible Class                         7:00 PM 
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Fields White for Harvest 
By Brian R. Kenyon 
While in Samaria, Jesus told His disciples, “Do 
you not say, ‘There are still four months and 
then comes the harvest?’ Behold, I say to you, 
lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they 
are already white for harvest!” (John 4:35). As 
in agriculture, so also in evangelism, fields 
“white for harvest” do not just happen. 
Preparation must first be made. Jesus had 
prepared these people by teaching the Samaritan 
woman, who in turn went and told her village 
about Jesus (John 4:4-30). The local church 
must constantly be looking for souls who can be 
brought to Christ. Let us note three principles 
concerning fields “white for harvest” as it relates 
to evangelism and how laborers can reap those 
souls for Christ. 
Finding Prospects 
There are two ways prospects can be found. 
They either come to us or we go to them. First, 
consider how contacts come to us. When Jesus 
left Judea for Galilee, “He needed to go through 
Samaria” (John 4:4). This need was not so much 
geographical as it was a moral need for the 
people of Samaria to come in contact with the 
Gospel. While Jesus was resting at the well, the 
Samaritan woman came to Him (John 4:5-6). 
She did not come to the well because of Him. 
She simply came to draw water. However, Jesus 
took advantage of the situation and initiated a 
conversation that eventually led to a discussion 
of spiritual truth. 
Lesson One: Let us initiate a conversation that 
leads to spiritual truths among people within our 
reach, even if they are strangers. By talking with 
the Samaritan woman, Jesus went against the 
status quo. In the first century, Jews and 
Samaritans avoided each other. Even the woman 
was surprised that Jesus spoke to her (John 4:9).  
Lesson Two: Let us be willing to go against the 
status quo. Sometimes we think that some 
people would not even give us the time of day, 
but as Jesus showed, that is not always the case. 
In fact, there are people out there who are 
looking for what we have, but if we never strike 
up that conversation, they may never find the 
Gospel. 
Second, consider making contact with others by 
inviting them to “Come and see.” Shortly after 
John the Baptist identified Jesus as “the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world,” two 
of John’s disciples stayed with Jesus to learn 
more about Him (John 1:29-39). One of those 

disciples was Andrew, who “first found his own 
brother Simon, and said to him, ‘We have found 
the Messiah’ (which is translated, the Christ). 
And he brought him to Jesus” (John 1:41-42a). 
Notice that Andrew did not deliver a great 
lesson to his brother. He simply brought him to 
Jesus! 
Lesson Three: Family members are often good 
contacts for us to take the Gospel. Of course, 
sometimes family members are the hardest to 
reach, but it is a lesson worthy of our attention 
that Andrew first invited his brother. Next, 
consider taking the Gospel to friends and 
acquaintances. “Philip found Nathanael and said 
to him, ‘We have found Him of whom Moses in 
the law, and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’ And Nathanael 
said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and 
see’” (John 1:45-46). Again, Philip did not teach 
some great lesson to Nathanael; he simply 
invited him to “come and see!” 
Lesson Four: People who know us personally 
are more likely to accept our invitation than 
those to whom we are strangers. 
Whether they come to us or we go to them, 
contacts are not difficult to find. Sometimes we 
are hindered by fear or shyness, but this can be 
overcome (Philippians 4:13). Sometimes we are 
disinterested in the Gospel. This is a serious 
problem and must be overcome (Revelation 
3:14-22). Let us constantly look for contacts, 
realizing that we do not have to be eloquent. If 
nothing else, let us at least invite them to “come 
and see.” 
Taking the Message to Others 
Going back to the incident with Jesus and the 
Samaritan woman, let us consider three lessons 
from her on taking the message to others. First, 
when we are convinced of the Gospel’s truth, 
evangelizing others will become a priority in 
our lives. Following her discussion with Jesus, 
“the woman then left her water pot, went her 
way into the city” to tell them about Jesus (John 
4:28). The very reason she went to the well in 
the first place was to draw water (John 4:7), 
which was essential to physical life. Yet, after 
learning the truth about Jesus, her priority was 
no longer sustaining physical life. Rather, she 
was more interested in spiritual life, and not just 
her own, but also that of her entire village! Like 
the Samaritan woman, we also must realize that 
“whoever drinks of this [physical] water will 
thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that 

I [Jesus] shall give him will never thirst. But the 
water that I shall give him will become in him a 
fountain of water springing up into everlasting 
life” (John 4:13-14). The spiritual water that 
Jesus offered is part of the great invitation 
intended for all (Revelation 22:17). 
Second, all of us, again, can at least invite others 
to “come and see.” When the Samaritan woman 
finally comprehended the words of Jesus, she 
then “left her waterpot, went her way into the 
city, and said to the men, Come, see a Man who 
told me all things that I ever did. Could this be 
the Christ?” (John 4:28-29). The woman of 
Samaria was one of questionable moral 
character (John 4:16-19). In the typical first 
century village, as in many villages in non-
industrialized countries today, everyone knew 
each other’s background (Acts 16:1-3). Thus, 
the Samaritan woman’s effectiveness of 
personally teaching the men of her village 
would be limited. However, given her marital 
background, what Jesus revealed about it, and 
the conviction with which she told her village, 
her invitation resulted in the men of the village 
coming out to meet Jesus. This is not to say that 
the more immoral our past, the better we are at 
inviting people, but it is to say that all of us can 
at least invite others to come and hear God’s 
Word. If the Samaritan woman could do it, so 
can we! 
Third, in taking the Gospel to others, not only 
will we reach the lost, but we will also 
encourage the saved. After the Samaritan 
woman left Jesus to invite her village, the 
disciples approached Jesus. When they left Him, 
He was tired and hungry (John 4:6). So, they 
“urged Him, saying, Rabbi, eat. But He said to 
them, I have food to eat of which you do not 
know” (John 4:31-32). This puzzled the 
disciples because they were the ones who went 
to get food (John 4:8). “Therefore the disciples 
said to one another, Has anyone brought Him 
anything to eat? Jesus said to them, My food is 
to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish 
His work” (John 4:33-34). Jesus’ concern for the 
Samaritan woman’s soul as a priority over His 
own physical needs and the disciples’ lack of 
comprehension on true priorities provided the 
perfect opportunity to remind them that their 
very livelihood (“food”) must be to do God’s 
will! From this context Jesus said, “Do you not 
say, There are still four months and then comes 
the harvest? Behold, I say to you, lift up your 
eyes and look at the fields, for they are already 
white for harvest!” (John 4:35). Thus, the 

disciples were encouraged not to wait for the 
“perfect” time, which may never come, but to 
take the Gospel to others now while the 
opportunities are ours. 
If we do not see taking the Gospel to others as 
a priority, then we will not look for the 
opportunities that present themselves 
through the providence of God. If we do not 
take advantage of the opportunities we have to 
invite others to study the Bible or to attend 
chu rch s e rv i ce s , w e w i l l no t be an 
encouragement to others to take the Gospel to 
the lost. We must consider taking the Gospel 
to others as a priority! 
How people will respond to the Gospel is often 
predictable when their hearts are right (Acts 
8:30-31, 38; 10:33, 48). Honest people who 
weigh the evidence of Scripture will come to 
the proper conclusions and will pursue further 
knowledge. The Samaritan woman did influence 
a certain level of faith in others, for “many of 
the Samaritans of that city believed in Him 
because of the word of the woman who testified, 
‘He told me all that I ever did’” (John 4:39). 
Their initial belief fueled their desire to know 
more, so that “when the Samaritans had come to 
Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He 
stayed there two days. And many more believed 
because of His own word” (John 4:40-41). Faith 
based upon the word of the woman led to faith 
based on the word of the Lord. “Then they said 
to the woman, Now we believe, not because of 
what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him 
and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the 
Savior of the world” (John 4:42). 
Conclusion 
Before Jesus ascended back to the Father, He 
commissioned the apostles to “go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
He who believes and is baptized will be saved; 
but he who does not believe will be condemned” 
(Mark 16:15-16; Matthew 28:18-20). The 
commission did not just apply to them, but all of 
God’s children have a role to fulfill in taking the 
good news to others (Matthew 5:13-16; 13:3-8). 
May we never underestimate the power of the 
Gospel. One seemingly insignificant woman 
who had the desire to tell others about Jesus 
became an avenue through which many 
believed. Therefore, so can we! If we do not see 
evangelism as a priority and carry the Gospel 
to others, who will?
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